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Monmonth=Shire, 


Anciently call'd G W EN 7, and by the Saxons, 


GWENTLAND. 


SHE WING, 


When this COUNTY was ſubdued by the Romens, . 
but never by the Saxons or Danes, nor by the Normans, 


till King Henry IL. 

That this was the firſt Place in GREAT BRITAIN, 
in which Chriſtianity was planted. 

That a College of 200 Philoſophers was firſt of all 
founded at C:er-Leon, the Station of the Romans chief 
Legion in this Iſland, call'd Auguſta Secunda, 

And that the firſt Academy in Britain was at Cuer=Went, 
che Venta Silurum of the Ancients, * 


With an Hiſtorical Account of the moſt Important 


Affairs there tranſacted. 


The ſeveral Rarities of Nature in this County, of its 
ſeveral Kings and Princes, and other Eminent Men born 
and bred therein. ; 


And that the Kings of England and Scotland, fince 


i Henry VII. derive themſelves from this Country. 


With an Appendix, 


Of the Caſe of Wentwood, with the ſevere us e and 
Suffering of the Tenants in the late Reigns for defending 


their Rights, 


LONDON: 


Printed by J. A. for D. Brown, at the Black Swan 
without Temple - Bar. 1708, 


19. 

RIGHT Honourable the EARL of bar 
ton, Guardian to Sir Charles XKemys, Baronet, 

Sir Zopton William, Baronet. 

Fohu Morgan Sen. and Fohn Morgan Jun, of 
Tredegar, Elqs; | | 

Fobn Jefferies of Pencoyd Caſile. 

Tho. Lewis of St. Peere, | 

William Gore of O_o 

George Rems of Rems. 4 

Ville Nellie of Baden. EIꝗsʒ 

Edward Kemys of Pertholy. 

Tracy Catchmead ot Crick, 

Jobn VValter of Peircefield. 

Edmund Bray, Eſq; and the other Heir of Sir Edward 
Morgan, 

Richard Iyder of Moyns-Court. 

Charles Foxes of Mapor. 


| George Howel of Penbow. Caftle. > ꝑſqs; 


3 
= 
; 


| 


Thomas Price of Lanfoiſt. | 


Fielding of Little Tinterne. | 

The Provoft, FePows and Governour of Eaton-Col- 
ledge, 2nd the other Gentlemen and Tenants 
of Hentwood. | 


Honoured and Worthy Sirs, 
Y OUR Britiſh and Roman Ance- 


ſtors of Gwentland, ſome Hun- 
dred of Vears before the Vor- 
man Conqueſt of England, inviolably 
held and enjoy'd their Rights and 
Privileges under their ſeveral Kings 
and Princes; being never conquer'd 
by the Normans, or by the Saxons 
A 2 or 
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or Danes, but ſubmitted in the 1 


of King Henry II. And tho? Richard 


Stronghow was made firſt Lord 
of Gwent, and after Earl of elt. 
and Chepſtow by that King, the In- 
habitants enjoyed their Liberties, and 
Properties; and not long after the Ab- 
bots, and Priors, and Normans them- | 
ſelves that had got Intereſt and E- 
fates within the Liberties and Pur- 
lues of the Chaſe of Wentwood, in 
Conjunction with the Britains, did 
maintain and preſent their Right of 
Common and Eſtovers therein, as ap- 
pears by very Ancient Records, and 


were never interrupted in the En- 


joyment thereof, or Courts diſconti- 


E 


nued for its good Government, till of 0 


late Years, 
Vou are Gentlemen that have con- 


County of Monmouth, within the 
Verge and Purlues of the Forreſt or 
Chaſe of Meutmood, or adjacent there- 


-nants, and other particular Perſons 1 
0 from times Immemorial, have had 


Right) 


Ce 


tl 


ſiderable Eſtates and Intereſts in the o 


te 


be 


unto; your Anceſtors, You, your Te- 


ſte 


| al 
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N Right of Common, of Eſtovers, Pan- 
4 nage, Houſe-Boot and Hay-Boot, (as 

3 they call it) as wel] as the cutting 
le and carrying away all ſorts of Wood 
n and Timber, without ſtint or Limi- 
1d | tation, for the uſe of thoſe Manſion- 

: Houſes and Tenements, Anciently 
N- free within the Liberties of the ſaid 
K | Chaſe, which was without interrup- 
r tion always enjoy'd until Henry Earl 
in of Worceſter, of Ragland Caſtle, by 
id ſome Grant, or pretended Grant, 
ot from the Crown, did in the Time 
P- of King Charles I. encloſe or cauſe 
nd to be encloſed for his own uſe, 
n- by his Tenants and Vaſſals, to 
tl- whom was Demiſed great part 
of of the old Chaſe; who are now be- 
come in Elections a dead Weight on 
N- the Freeholders. hut the late Duke 
he of Beaufort his Grandſon, in the lat- 
he ter end of the Reign ot King Charles II. 
or being Lord Lieutenant of the Coun- 
le- ty of Monmouth, Governour of Chep- 
e- ſlom Caſtle, and Lord Preſident of 
ons all Wales, with an Army of Work- 
AC men and Soldiers, Vi & Armis enter'd 
ght A 3 into 
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into the Reſidue of the ſaid Chaſe, 
who were employ'd, ſome for fell- 
ing, cutting, cording, and coaling the 
Wood; others to make Walls, Fen- 
ces and Mounds to encloſe the ſaid * 
Chaſe, and the Soldiers keeping a 
Guard there to protect thoſe Tu- 
multuous Aſſemblies of Rioters(which : 


were ſo found at a Quarter Seſfions %w 


at Monmouth, ) wholly intending to 


exclude the Tenants and Commo- 
ners of their Ancient and Undoubted 
Rights and Privileges, which our Ro- He 


man and Britiſh Anceſtors preſerv'd, 
and left to us inviolable. ww 
The Tenants Caſe, and the Bar- 
barous Uſage of thoſe that attemp- 
ted to vindicate their Rights, are 
related inthe APPENDIX; with 
the Reaſon of the Tenants Diſcon— 
tinuing, and not Proſecuting the Law 
againſt the ſaid Duke. | 

But now, Gentlemen, the Tenants 
that were affrighted into a baſe Neu- 
trality, and thoſe that were brib'd by 
Offices and Penſions, are come to 


underſtand their own Intereſt, and t 


all 


—_— + 4 6 
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all manner of Remora's and Ob- 
ſtructions are remov*d, under the 


ins yp and Influence of a Queen 
and Government, that are profeſs'd 


the Liberties of the Subject, and to 
all Arbitrary Power whatſoever. That 
fo filbd our Courts of Judicatories 


the Tib to the Illegal Invaſion of 
[ 


7 


ith juſt and impartial Judges, that 


the Law being re-inthron'd may 
have its Currency and due Admigi- 
tration, and that the injur'd Sub- 


ject may be reliev'd, from the Op- 
Preis and Violences of Potent Men; 


Which may be a ſtrong Perſwaſtve, 
as well as a great Encouragement for 
Nou to recover your almoſt loſſ Li- 


berties. 

What hinders you now, Gentle- 
Goo, to be Patriots of your Coun- 
try, and to afferr your Honour and 
Reputation; to do your ſelves Juſtice, 
as well as to reitore thoſe Rights 
and Freedoms to the Tenants, and to 


the Country, that have been above 


twenty Years robb'd of fo many 
thouſand Acres of their Commons 


A.4 an 
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and the Chaſe of Wentwood to be 
enclos'd? To permit ſuch a Badge 
of the Beaafordian Slavery to re- 
main in the midſt of your Country 
(es an Eye. ſore to all good Men) 
and looks very ſtrange to Men of a 


Generous and Publick Spirit. 


Let the Examples of our Noble 
Progenitors, both Popiſh and Prote- 
ſtant (hereaſter related) revive the 


Genius of your Country, and rouze 
them up from that Lethargy and In- 
ſenſibility you have ſeem'd to be poſ- 
ſeſs'd with, and excite you to vin- 
dicate- your Right, and recover the 
Liberties of your Country. The 


Heathens themſelves have been ſo 
fond or their Liberties, and fo Jealous * 


of loſing them; that ro ſecure them 


to their Poſterity, they have often died . 
in the Field, and Sacrific'd their Lives 
to redeem their Native Country 


from Slavery. And our Anceſtors 
often times hazarded all that was 
near and Dear unto them, to be 


— A; — fy — — had 


preſerv'd from the Infults and Op- 


preſſion of Tyrannical Princes and 
Arbi- 
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Arbitrary Government. What Re- 
flection can be too ſevere for ſuch, who 
live under the beſt Conſtitution in 
the World (as now by Law efta- 
bliſh'd) for Religion, Laws, and 
good Government, ſhould be fo 
? ſenſeleſs and ſtupid, as to be yet fond, 
and contrive all means poſſible to 
* ſubject themſelves to a Deſpotick and 
* Arbitrary Power, thereby to entail 
a miſerable Vaſſallage on their Po- 
ſterity? May ſuch as are deſirous of 
f ſuch a Government, Tranſport them- 
ſelves to the other fide of the Wa- 
in- . 
* lcd to France, where they may enjoy 
he their Beloved Slavery, 
0 He that abandons his Liberty and 
Property, is not only guilty of the 
greateſt Felly, but betrays himſelf, 


n his Family, Poſterity and Conſtitu- 
cd | tion of the Nation, b wing up 
es g * y 2 8 P 


his Right as a Subject, and leaves 
the ill Example of wilful Bondage 
to bis Country-men and Poſteri- 


be t). 
A A 5 He 


- He can't be of a true  Britifh, 


Heroick Seul, that bows his Neck 
ſo eaſily to the Yoke of Slavery. Like 


our late fordid Paſſive- Obedience Men, 
eſpecially the Levites, who. preach'd 
Reſiſtance, to be Rebellion, till it 
touch'd their own Copy-hold. Thea 
*twas no Sin to kick at Oppreſſion, 
and reſiſt Tyranny, But, G O D be 
prais'd, in vain have been their At- 
tempts to enſlave us, and the Promoters 
thereof are become ridiculous and 
abhorr'd. The Generous and Pious 
Examples inſerted in this enſuing 
Tract, faithfully collected from ſeve- 
ral Britiſb and other Authentick Hi- 
ſtorians, as Stow, Dr. Heylin, Sir Ri. 
chard Baker, Speed, Clark, Dr. Pomel, 
George Owen ap Harry, Rector of Ca- 
ms, I thought convenient and ne- 
ceflary to lay down; to ſhew che 
Noble and Heroick Diſpoſition of 
our Gwentonian Anceſtors for the 
aſſerting of their Civil and Religi- 
ous Rights, and unvaluable Privi- 
ledges, worthy to be imitated by 
us their Succeſſors; which I hope will 


have 


o 
#4 , , 
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have an influence on the Gentlemen 


concern'd; and that this will have a 
avourable and kind Acceptation, by 

1 Tenants of Wentwood, and others 

of my Dear Countrymen. 

And that the Sincerity of my In- 


tentions in this ſmall Tract, may 


attone and make fome amends for the 
eakneſs of the Performance, which 
hat embolden'd me, to beg your 
atronage, to revivea Cauſe wherein 
your Honour and Intereſt is ſo much 
concerned. And as the excellent 
King William faid of Ireland, that 
it was a Country worth lighting 
for ; ſo this Cauſe, for the Recovery 
of our loſt Rights, is worthy your 
engaging in, I beg leave to ſub- 
Cribe my felf as I have been, 


4 Gentlemen, 
9 


Tour Faithful Humble Servant, 
And great Sufferer in this Cauſe, 


N. Rogers. 


103+) 5 


Containing a Specimen of the Conſtitution of Great 
Britain, and how our Rights and Liberties were 
almoſt loſt in the late Reigns. 


T is an Argument of Noble and 
- Generous Minds to extend their 


Thoughts and Care for the Concern- 


ment and Good of others, and to uſe 
the Utmoſt of their Power for their 
Benefit and Advantage; becauſe it 
ſhews a great and munificent Tnclina- 
tion, that Men ſhould participate and 
ſhare of the Happineſs they them- 
ſelves enjoy. For it is the Nature of 
Goodneſs to communicate it ſelf, and 
the farther it ſpreads, the more Glori- 
ous it is. By this Heavenly Quallity 
Men aſſimilate the Deity, and ap- 
proach nearer the Divine Nature, 
who reckons one of his moſt Glorious 


Titles, (The Lord mighty to ſave) 
that delights not in the Deſtruction 
and Ruin of his helpleſs Creatures, 


but rather to extend his Commiſera- 
tion in reſcning them from the Jaws 
of Hell, and to deliver them from 


the Cruelty and Oppreſſion of wick. 4 


ed, 


4 

Fl 

1 
5 
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N. ed, ambitious, and mercileſs Tyrants. 
For to the Devil and his Agents be- 
ere longs the Title ol the Deſtroyer. Such 
a noble Difpoſition of propagating 
nd Goodneſs to the Community makes 
eir great Men truly Jure Divino. The 
'n- * Almighty never conſtituted any Go- 
uſe vernment that ſhould be prejudicial, 
elf much lefs injurious to the Governed ; 

it and that Form comes neareſt his 
na. Pattern and Will, which beſt an- 
nd fp ſwers the End of Government, un- 
m- der which the Civil and Religious 
; of Rights of a People are like to be 
nd 2? preſerved and kept; being the moſt 
ori- effecdual Eſtabliſnment of Liberty and 
ty Property, as tending to the Quiet and 
27 Happineſs of the People or Nation; 
and that an Arbitrary and Deſpotick 
Monarchy 1s at the greateſt Diſtance 
ve) 1 from him, and repugnant to his Will, 
ion as moſt likely to introduce thoſe Evils 
and Miſeries, which conſequently 
ra- and inevitably muſt follow, when 
ws an abſolute Government is plac'd in 
om weak, willfull, or ambitious Hands; 
ck · which is as contrary to the Govern- 
ed, ment 


| 
*F 
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ment preſcrib'd by GOD, as Slavery 
is to Liberty, of which we have had 
many fatal Inſtances in the World. 


And therefore it is the weakeſt and 


abſurdeſtthing in the World to argue 
from the Almighty's abſolute Monar- 
chy adminiſter'd by the Perfection of 


Power and Wiſdom, for the greateſt 


Happineſs of His Creatures, to the 


Neceſſity of the ſame among Mor- 


tal Men ; for tho* they may agree 
in being Abſolute, there is as 
much Difference as there is between 
Light and Darkneſs. But GOD 
Almighty hath left the particular 
Form of Government to the DiQates 
of Reaſon, and Choice of Mankind, 
in the beſt and happieſt Method for 
carrying on the Ends of Human So- 
ciety. So that the Great End of Go. 
vernment is the Happineſs of the 
Governed Society (for Salus Populi eſt 


Suprema Lex, which was one of King 
James I. Motto's) which conſiſts in 


the inviolable Enjoyment of their 
Civil and Religious Rights. For 
there can be no Government inſti- 

| tuted 
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outward. Glory and Grandeur of 
fonie particular Mortals, with ſo 
little regard to their Fellow Crea- 
tures,, as if they were only made 
to Adore, and ſerve them. Upon 
this. unaccountable Feundation ſuck 
Unlimited Tyrants have engag'd in 
Wars meerly for their own Glory,and 
to make their Subjects. Slaves, a plea- 
gag Sacrifice and Victim to their 
own Vanity and Ambition, and 
vhich encourages them to break 
hrovgh all Laws Divine and Hu- 
man, and to Deſtroy and Ruine 
their beſt Subjects for their own I. 
maginary Honour. So that our Hap- 
dy Eitate and Conftitution in this 
land of a Limited Monarchy, where- 
in the Lords and Commons are con- 
3 in the Legiſlature, is highly 
3 be valued, That the Exorbitant 


Power of the Governours and Ma- 


1 


iſtrates are reſtrain'd by Beneficial 
_ and the juſt Liberty and Pro- 
perty of the Subjects aſſerted, with» 


but lying at the Mercy of Any: 
1 0 
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To which is lately added by the Pru- 
dence of our Governours, the moſt 
reaſonable and Political Act of In- 
dulgence, which is the Free Exer- 
ciſe of Religion, (to all whoſe Prin- 
ciples are not inconſiſtent with the 
Publick Saſtety, or ſubject themſelves 
to a Foreign Juriſdiction, becauſe 
there is no Tyranny ſo odious to 
GOD, as Tyranny over the Con- 
ſcience) as there is no Slavery fo 
uneaſie as a forc'd Religion, or a 
Worſhip impos'd upon Men by fear. 
But, GOD be Praisd, the Snares 
are broken, and we are free; That 
Liberty flouriſhes, Property is ſecu— 
red. and all enjoy the Freedom of 
Worſhipping of GOD as their Con- 
ſciences direct, which our Anceſtors 
and we have been long labouring for, 
at the great Expence of Blood and 
Treaſure. | 
The old Exgliſb Conſtitution (and 
now the Brit: never puniſhed a- 
ny Man, but by the Law and Jury 
of his Equals, which muſt determine 
the Fact. A Britain is born a Free- 
| man, 
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man, no Power can inſult him, no 
Superior can Oppreſs him; the Law 
only is his Governour; no Authority, 
not the Sovereign hath the leaſt II- 
legal Power over him. He can have 
no Sentence pronounc'd againſt him, 
no Puniſhment inflicted, or Fine le- 
vied, but according to the Law of 
the Land. For if any King or Queen 
puts a Man in Priſon, by their Pre- 
rogative or Royal Authority, the Per- 


1 


5 ſerving the Judge or Keeper with 


3a Habeas Corpus, they muſt Diſcharge 


him by Law; but by the Laws of 


60 D and Nature we may ſpurn 
gat Oppreſſion, and refiſt Tyranny, 
* which attempted in vain to enſlave us. 


One would think, that no conſiderate 


Man ſhould forget the Wonders of 


the Revolution, and the Time when 


ve were under fo great a Conſter- 


nation with the approaching Bon- 
dage, which both Gentry and Com- 
7 monalty ſeverely felt in the County © 
of Monmouth, by Impriſonment and 
7 Exorbitant Fines, when Men would 


have 
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have given one half of their Eſtates 
to ſecure the others. But, the 
ſtupendous Atchievement of the II- 
laſtrious Prince of Orange, his incom- 
parable Valour joyn'd with an equal 
Prudence and Conduct ( thro” the 
Favour of Heaven) with an anſwe- 
rable Succeſs, hath laid an Eternal 
Obligation on Britain and all Chri- 
ftendom, and obviated the Pernici- 


ous Deſigns of }x Malecontented Par- 


ty in thefe Nations, and repelPd the 
Barbarous Incurfions of the French 
Tyrant, threatning like an Impetu- 
ous Torrent, to overthrow Great 
Britain, Germany, and the Nether- 
lands ; alter which no Part of Chri- 
ſtendom could have promiſed it ſelf 
Security from that rerrible Inunda- 
tion. Which muſt in Gratitude excite 
all theſe Nations to pay the juſt Tri- 
bute of their Acknowledgment to 
his Immortal Fame and Memory. 


Thoſe mighty Deeds and Services 


which he had done, merited a 
Crown which he at laſt obtain'd. 


as the ſole Guerdon and Reward . 
of L 


ftravagancies of Romiſh 
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of his Superlative Merit. Fam apt 
to think, that the Great Actions 
of this Excellent Prince, will in 
after Times, render his Hiſtory ſuſ- 
pected of Flattery and Romance. 
As ſome Scepticks of old would re- 
preſent the mighty Exploits of Alex- 
ander the Great, to be the Fumes of 
= Rhetorick, and worthy of 
no more Solid Credit than the Fictions 
of Poets, or the more modern Ex- 
Legends. 
here fore it muſt be the higheſt Ef- 
_Fontary as well as Ingratitude, for 
any one to go about to leffen our 
Hero's Renown, fince it cannot be, 
Hut by oppoſing ſuch Notorious 
J ruths, Yet there are ſuch Men 
gs our Nation is perplex'd and em- 
barraſs'd withal; not fo much 
the Papiſt-Jacobites, or Non: jurants, 
Flo are fairer Enemies; but the 
Iarant, Perjar'd Facobites, Occalional 
Eonformitts for Offices and Places. 
uch are they that talk ſo much of 
qe Church, that contrive and plot a- 
Eainft the Government, and have ta- 
| ken 
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ken the Oath of Allegiance to main- 
tain it, and that have abjur'd the pre 


tended Prince of Wales. 


We have reaſon to look back with 
Horror on the late Reigns, how nar- 
rowly we eſcap'd Popery, and its 
Concomitant Slavery; when nothing 
would ſerve the turn of Bigotted Pa- 


piſts and Jacobites, but the Ruine of 


our Liberties, the Overthrow of our 
Conſtitution, and Subverſion of our 
Religion. Nor could any thing have 
prevented ſo Diſmal a Cataſtrophe, 
wherein the Univerſal and Catholick 
Proteſtant Intereſt, and the Liberties 
of Europe, were ſo deeply concerned; 
But next under GOD, the moſt 
Chriſtian and Generous Reſolution 
of that Illuſtrious Hero, the late 


King William of Glorious Memory. 


That truly Chriſtian Hercates, 
who we may ſay ſaved not only 
Us, but all Europe; who baff'd al 
the Deſigns of our Enemies, and came 
ſeaſonably to the Relief of our three 


Diſtreſs'd Nat ions, Reſtor'd and 
Eabliſh'd Us in our Rights and Li- 
berties 1 
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in- berties both Spiritual and Civil; 
re by whoſe Endeavours and Happy 

Proſecution of Tyranny, theſe Na- 
ith tions were plac'd in a Figure out 
ar. of the Fears of Dangers from A- 
its broad, (and by the Bleſſing of Hea- 
ing ven) from the Inſults of a Malig- 
Pa. nant High-Flying Popiſh Party at 
> of Home. It was he only that was 
unblemiſh'd in his Word and Repu- 
tation, that could make thoſe Alli. 
ances with the Emperor, Kings, Prin. 
he, bes, and chief Potentates of Europe; 


lick And us'd his moſt indefatigable En. 
Ties Qcavours by the Hazard of his Per- 
1ed; bon, and Conſumption of his own 
noſt © ſtate, to bring down the Exorbi- 


tion kant Power of France, in order to fix 
late theſe Kingdoms and all Europe on 

the ſure Foundation of a laſting and 
les, Jolid Peace. In whoſe Time were ma- 
znly P good Laws Enacted for the Li- 
al berty of the Subject, eſpecially that 
ame df the Succeſſion of this Imperial 
rown, in the Proteſtant Line of the 
lluſtrious Houſe of Hannover, This 
. Prince made his Exit to the great La- 
mentation 
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mentation of all Good Mien, but much 
alleviated by the Succeſſion of the 
Great and Munificent Heroine, our 
Gracious Queen ANNE. Who by 
a Greatneſs of Soul, becoming ſo 
great and Heroick a QUEEN, 
hath ſhew'd her ſelf to be the true 
Defender of the Liberty of Britain, 
and a profeſs*d Enemy to the unjuſt 3 
Maxims of a Deſpotick and Adhi- 5 
| tracy Government; and hath Cor- 
{/,|  -roborated the Succeſſion in the Pro- 
teſtant Line, and brought to Per- 
1 tection the long attempted, and moſt 
| 


0 
0 | deſired UNION with Scotland, fo 
th much to the Benefit, Strength, 


"lt Wealth, and Peace of the two Na- 
tions, and the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Proteſtant Religion here, and its In- 
nt tereſt in Eurote; which hath poſſeſ. # 
fed with Joy and Thankſgiving, the 
Hearts of all True and Loyal Br.. 
tains, to the great Mortification of K 
the French King and his Allies, Popiſh 

and Jacobite Adherents. His old . 
Scott iſßh Allies being now made in- 
capable to carry on, or foment you | 
155 Frencl } 
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French Deſigns, which we have had 
' ſo much Experience of, to have been 
\r ſo injurious and prejudicial to the 
Nation? ſo that tis obvious the U- 
{ nion will render Great Britain more 
J, conſiderable to its Allies, and more 
1c formidable to its Enemies. The 
in, Great Advantages it hath given us 
x; over our Inteſtine Enemies, is alrea- 
bi- dy eaſily diſcernible, and hope a 
or. little time further ſhall explain, how 
much it hath ſtrengthned our hands, 
Zand thoſe of our Allies abroad. 
How Judicious and Prudent was 
Four Gracious Queen, in deteCting 


iy the Miſchievous Effort of a Malig- 
Na- Fant Party at Home, who had ob- 
the Wiructed the Noble Deſigns of Her 
In. Glorious Predeceſſor, and would 
el. have embarraſs'd the Government, 
the involv'd it into new Troubles and 
Bri. Conſuſions, which muſt have hindert d 
n o he happy Settlement of this Na- 
op ion; by adviſing the Queen to ex- 
old end her Prerogative, and to paſs a 


Pernicious Bill againſt the Liberty 
pf the Subject, and which would 
have 


ration. This Bill by theſe High- Fly- 


perous, hath Her Majeſties Succeſ- 
ſes been, by the Unanimity of Her 
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have endanger'd and unt wiſted that 


firm Band of Unity and Peace, the 
great and Fundamental Act of Tole- 


ing Furioſo's, was to be Tack'd to 
the Money-Bill, the Queen to re- 
main unſupplied, and the Nation 
ruin'd, until this Deſtructive Bill was 
paſs'd. Some of this Miniſtry would 
by no means ſuffer the Queen to 
aſſiſt the Poor Oppreſs'd Proteſtants 7 
in France, becauſe they were Rebels 
to their King. Which would be of 
bad Conſequence, and ill Example 
to Princes, and an Incouragement 
to Rebellion; tho? they knew at the 
ſame time, the French King aſſiſted 
and encouraged the Bavarian and 
Hungarian Rebels againſt. the Em- 
— who was ſo modeſt to thoſe 
en, in terming them Maleconterts gl 
and not Rebels, knowing they ſtood Þ 
up for their Ancient Rights and Li- 
berties. he 
How Great and Wonderfully Pro- tit 


Councils, 


: 
— 
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Touncils at home, and Arms abroad, 
ſince the Removing that pernicious 


iniſtry, and Diſcountenancing of 


heir dangerous and factious Ad- 
Scrents, we have already ſufficiently 
Sound the happy Conſequence ! That 
Her Majeſty's moſt Noble, Vertuous 
Ind Generous Actions have extended 
Scyond the Bounds of her Empire, 
Ind made it app ar, to her Eternal 
Flory, that it is the Principal Object 
her Care, to make all other Subjects 


Europe as happy as thoſe whoſe 


Pod fortune it is, to live under her 
"Wolt gracious and benignGovernment, 
Whereby ſhe has made her ſelf the 
Wongelt Bulwark of the Liberty 


Europe, which an Ambitious and 


/ yrannical Monarch had a Mind 


oppreſs and deſtroy. And now 


laſt by the Providence of Heaven 
a W'bich alone diſpoſes Men to be of 
- We Mind) the prudent Conduct of 
r Majeſty, and the Unanimity cf 
r great Council in Parliament, to- 
ther with the Exact Management 
r Commiſſioners, having ſurmoun- 


B ted 


- _— — 
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ted all the Difficulties that attended 


the great Work of the Union in for- 


mer Reigns, ner Majeſty has, to her per- 
petual Glory, accompliſh*d and com- 


pleated the ſame; whoſe Long and 
Happy Reign, with the Succeſſion 


in the Proteſtant Line to the 
Worlds End, may God in his great 
Goodneſs grant. 
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CHAP. I. 


A Deſcription of Gwentland now cal'4 Monmouth- 

* ſhire; Of its Situation, Soil, Rivers and Ports; 
when ſubdued by the Romans, and the high Eſteem 
they had for this Country, Placing their chief Legion 
at Caer-Leon, That the Chriſtian Religion was 
* planted there by Joſeph of Arimathea, Simon 
Zelotes and other Dijciples, and that the firſt Col- 
lege in all Britain of 200 Philoſophers was erected 
* here; and the many Curioſities and rare Reliques of 
> Antiquity found here. Of Amphibolus and St. Al- 
ban bred and ſuppos d to be born here. Of King 
Lucius the firſt Chriſtian King in the World; by 
wbom converted; of his Letter to Eleutherius Biſhop 
= of Rome, and his Anſwer. Of Conftantine tbe Son 
= of Helena 4 Britain; He the firſt Chriſtian Empe- 
= ror, She the firſt Chriſtian Empreſs in the World. Of 
te Defection of the Church of Rome from Primi- 
tive Chriſt ianity. 


Onmout h. Shire, fo called from 
Monmouth Town, and that from 
3 Monow River, which ſeparates 
Here ford- Shire from it on the North Side. 
B 2 Tus 


— 
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The River Wye divides it from the County 
of Gloceſter in the Eaſt, and on the South- 
fide *tis wholly waſh'd by the Severn Sea; 
on the Weſt tis parted from Glamorgan and 
Brecon Shires by the River Rompney. This 
County was antiently Part of South-Wales, 
but by Act of Parliament made the 27th of 
King Henry VIII. Chap. 27. was taken a. 
way wholly from Wales, and laid to Erg- 
land, one of whoſe Counties it was from 


that time forward, and is at this preſent - | 


reckond. 
About 50 Years after the Incarnation of 


our Bleſſed Saviour, this County of Mon- 


mouth was ſubdued, or rather ſubmitted 


to the Romans, and in thoſe early Days 


had the Denomination of Gwent, or the 
Kingdom of Gwent, being divided into 
Gwent· Icha, Gwent-Tſha, or Blaine-Gwent, 
(ſo call'd in the Britiſh Language) which is 
Upper, Lower, and the Hills of Gwent. 
This Province or County originally was 


govern'd by Kings, and Princes of their 


own, who paying the Tribute and Cuſtom 


impos'd on them by the Romans, did enjoy © 


their antient Rights and Privileges, being 
never conquet'd or ſubdued by Saxons, 
Dane or Norman, until the Reign of King 


Henry II. for Reafons hereafter related. 2 
Upper GCuent is that, which 1 ſhall give 
principal 
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1 principly a Deſcription and Account of, 
, © wherein wih appear Things very remarka- 
dle; lt is in Leagth 12 Miles from Chepſtow 


to Newport, and about 10 Miles in Breadth 


- from Caldicot Caltle to Monmouth Caſtle. It 
„ is ſo eminent and extraordinary a Spot of 
„Gland, in Reſpect of its Situation, Soil, 
a. Plenty and Affluence of all Things need- 
„ ful for the Support of Life, and as well for 
* Profit and Pleaſure, as the many Aatiqui- 
nt ties, Curioſtties and Rareties, perhaps not 

be paralell'd in the Kingdom of Great Bri. 
of © #4in, which a late Minute Hiſtorian &. B. 
„la his Diſcription of the chief Remarks in 


the ſeveral Counties of England, hath to- 


* - # tally omitted; wherein he hath betray- 
he ed his Ignorance aud Want of better In- 
to Ml formation. ; | | 
„„. This Part of Gwent is fo fortificd by 
* Nature, that tis environ'd with three 
me noble Navigab'e Rivers: viz, the River 
"A ; Wye on the Eaſt, the River Severe on the 
eir South, the River Ve on the Ieſt, and on 
din the North the River Monom, which gives 
y the Denomination to the Town and Caſtle 
ing of Monmouth. The Forreſt or Chaſe of 
ws © Wemwood extends it ſelf on the riling 
ing 3 Ground thro the Middle of Upper Gwent, 
ed. from the River Wye to Ole, being about 
ire 8 Miles in Length, and 4 in Breadth. On 
ally B 3 the 
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the South Side of the ſaid Chaſe within the 


Purlues thereof, are two noble Eminences 
or Hils, the one call'd Mynyth- Lluid or the 
Hrey Hill, and the other Mynyth- Altervig, 
both very fertile in their Soil, and abound- 
ing with very delectable Springs, which 
flow and guſh out from near the Tops 
of the ſaid Hills, which by their Fall or 
Deſcent occaſions a great Improvement of 
the impending Land, that thereby there 
are ſome Meadows on the Side of thoſe 
Hills worth 20 5 per Acre. The Grey Fill 
is much more elevated than the other; 
from the Top of which you have as 
pleaſant and charming a watery Proſpect, 
and as ſtately a Landskip as any is in Bri- 
rain, If you look to the South and to the 
Weſt, you may behold the Severne Sea; and 
Ports and Navigation for about 30 Miles, 
and determines the Sight with the utmoſt 
Extent of the Horizon. 

At the ſame View you may ſee Glo- 
cefter, Wiltſhire, Somerſet and Glamorgan- 
fare. If you turn about to the North aud 
Eaft, you may ſee Malverne Hills in Mor- 
ceſterſhire, Hereford, Brecon and Radnor 
Shires, with the County you ſtand in. But 
the moſt grateful Obje& to the Author, 
was to behold a ſweet Seat of his own on 
the South Side of Altervig, which alſo 2 23 

a Hine 
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3 a fine Proſpect towards the Sea, which 
was built by his great Grandfather, Rector 


of Lan-vaches, and where his Grandfather, 
Father, and Himſelf was born. The ſe- 


Fveral Springs flowing from thoſe Hills are 


ſo pregnant and prolifick, that meeting to- 
Igether within half a Mile, turn three Corn 
Mills; the Middle of which belong'd to 


the Author's Tenement, who had as large 
ia Privilege in the Chaſe of Went mood as any 


other free Tenant, having often had the 


Honour to be Foreman of the Jury of the 
BSpeech-Court Anually held under the For- 
"Feſter's Oak there, for the preſenting of 


all Purpreſtures, Nuſances and other Abu- 


es done and committed within the ſaid 


haſe, and for preſerving the Lord's Roy- 
elties, as his Game, Huating, Hawking 
ud Fiſhing ; which good Order and Go- 
WF crnment of the {aid Chaſe hath been 
From Times immemorial yearly obſerv'd 
nd kept, till ia the Year 1678, by au 
Acdbitrary and Military Power, the Te- 
Wants Rights were iavaded, and a great 
Naantity of Wood and Timber, to the 
alue of 600091. for the Uſe of the Lord 
Marquis of Worceſter, was cut, coald and 
Farry'd away, tho' within 3 Miles of a 
Navigable River, to the great Prejudice of 


be Publick and the Damage of the Tenants, 


8 4 which 
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which hereafter is more fully related in 
the Caſe of Neutwood. The wonderful 
Properties and Rareties of the two fore: 
mention'd Rivers are not to be omitted. 
On the River of Wye at Chepſtow is a noble 
Bridge, which is ſuppos'd to be the high. 
eſt Bridge in all Britain, the Tide flowing 
from the low to the high Water-mark, a: 
bove 60 Feet or 10 Fathom. 

The River Vite hath likewiſe a great 
Dravght of Water boch at Newport and | 


by: 
o 
2 


Carlien Bridges; but that which is curious 
and remarkable, is that on each ſide of Nen. 
port Bridge, by the Providence of the 
Almighty BenefaQor, every Tide brings 
with it Sea-Coal, which upon its Ebb is 7 
left upon the Sands above and below the 
Bridge, and which the Poor of the To-] * 
at low Water gather vp, and is a great Re. 
lief and Support to tht.m, and no Man can 
find from whence it comes, tho'conjectur'd 
by moſt, That there lies 4 Vein of Coal in 
the Bottom of the River, which by the vis 
lent Flux and Reflux of the Water forccs 
the Coals from therice. There paſſes a Stor j 
for Current in that Towa, that the Lord 
of the Maanor laid an Impoſition on thi 
Coal, dnring which time there came 19 
Coal at all; but bring taken off, the Infinite 8 
Donor return'd hi; daily Benevolence, 57 4 
| bath 
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Kath continued it. One Rarety more is re- 
parkably to be obſerv'd in thele Rivers; 
that when Salmon is out of Seaſon in the 


River Uske, it comes in Seaſon in the Ri- 


er Mye, and ſo Vice verſa, tho? they fall 
to 3 River Severne about 12 Miles di- 
Rant from each other; ſo that Salmon is in 
- to all the Year long 1a this Country. 
It is alſo very remarkable, that in Upper 
went (being not above 40 Miles Circum- 
rence) there was 7 Religious Houſes ſup- 
Weſled in H. VIIIl's Time, a Number not to 
 parallel'd within the ſame Compaſs in all 
lain, vix. Caerleon, the Priories of Chepſtow, 
| Kinmark, Strugle, Monmouth and Goldeliſt, 
Wzularly famous for its tranſparent ſhining 
cks and Clifts, and the gilded Sands 
Wc lie about it. And alfo the antient 
"6 large Abby of Tinterze, within the 
Irlues of Ventwood on the River Wye. 
Ne large Extent of whoſe Walls, and the. 
Pgaificence of its ſtately Architecture are 
Wcover'd by the noble Pillars in the. 
urch, and other curious Sculptures and 
mains, almoſt conſum'd by Time. Not 
7 from hence is now erected 2 Furnaces. 
Wd 2 Forges, which perhaps makes the- 
N Wit malleable [ron in the Kingdom, that is 
Pre made into Wyer, by Water- Mills, 


2 4 other ingeaious laventions brought. 
ail 
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here by Germans many Years fince, whoſe *: 
Poſterity ſucceeds them ia their Seats and 
Employments. Here and at White-Brook, | 
near adjacent, are the only Places in Bri- 
tain for making this Sort of Wyer, Which 
hath prov'd ſo advantageovs to this Coun- 
try, and to the whole Nation. 1 

About 2 Miles diſtant from hence are 
Treleg Wells, which of late Years have 
been much frequented, and have been found 
very Medicinal, and of the Nature of Tun. 
bridge Waters, flowing from an Iron-Oar | 
Mineral, of which, and Cynders left by 
the Bloom Works, Plenty is found in theſe 
Parts. 

The Famous Copper-Work that turns 
ſo much to the Advantage of the Nation, 
and Benefit of the Undertakers, is alſo 
ahout 2 Miles from hence, on the River 
Wye, manag'd by Sweaes and Other For- 
reigners. 

The wiſe and prudent Romans were not 
to be wonder'd at, that they were fo taken 
and charm'd with the fair aud beautiful 
Proſpect of this Country, to attempt the 
Conqueſt thereof. Having firſt ſurvey'd 
the whole Coaſt of the Severne Sea, on both 
Sides from the Lands End, and thought it 
not worth while to make a Settlement in 


any other Parts; after they had vilited 
th 
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| this Shoar, which by the noble Rivers and 
Harbours, the ouzy and ſlimy Banks all 
along the Coaſts, and Extent of Gwent- 
land, the great Woods and Forreſts, the 
inexhauſtible Mines of Coal, Iron, Lead, 
slate, and other Minerals; and indeed they 
found it to be a Country not only abound- 
iag with all Things neceſſary for Life, but 
to have every thing elſe that could grati- 
ie the Luxury of a conquering and victo- 
Frious People. The Romans did not think 
they had fully conquer'd the Weſt of Bri- 
Fai”, till they had ſubdued that noble and 
Faliant Britiſh Hero Caratacus or Cradock 
Prince of the Silures, and ſuppos'd to have 
Fept his Court at Caer- Leon the chief City 
pf that Province. 
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He overthrew the Ro- 
an, in many Battles, but at laſt betray'd 
Dy Queen Cartiſmundua into his Enemies 
Hands, who, the better to preſerve their 
Few Acquiſitions, ſent this Prince Priſoner 
Jo Kome, and was ſhew'd there in Triumph, 
me Romans more glorying in taking this 
Frince, than in any of the great Kings of 
4 4%. Carat acus ſeeing the Magnificence 
$! that luxuriant City of Rome, reprov'd 
7 ne Roman Covetouſneſs and Ambition; 
©) ig, he admit'd that they being Maſters 


Pt fuch glorious Temples, noble Structures, 
ud vaſt Riches, ſhould covet. after the 
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mean Cottages and poor Poſſeſſions of the 1 
Britains. It is ſaid on his Submiſſion, pay- 
ing ſome ſmall Tribute, he was reſtor'd to 
be Prince of that fertile Country, that lies 
between Wye and Severne, This Country 
being ſubdued by the Romans, they had a 


£ 
r 
1 


2 k 
Oo 


high Eſteem for it, as being the moſt apt 
and commodious in that Part of Britain for- 
Commerce and Navigation, and a ſecure 7 
Reception of their Forces that were fre. 
quently tranſported from Jraly, Span, 
and Gallia, in Reſpect of the noble Ports, 
Harbours and Cricks it afforded. = 
We find, that the Inhabitants of this 
Country ſoon ſubmitted to their generous 3 
Enemies, on the Eujoyment of their Rights 
and Liberties which they were admitted 
to do, paying the Tribute that was im. 
pos'd on them. For the Romans were ſuch | 
brave ſpirited Victors and noble Common- 
wealth Men, that they placed their Glory 3 
more in the Extent of their Empire, than 
in the narrow and ſordid Ends of ſubduing 4 
Nations, to make them their Slaves and 


ed, wherever the generous Romans came, 
as they were ever in Purſuit of fair and o- 
pulent Countries to enlarge their Domi- 
nions, they generally indulg'd and con- 
him'd to the lnkabitauts their antien: 8 
Rights il 


the 
)ay- 


d to 
I and were never wanting to introduce into 
all their Conqueſts and Provinces, Lear- 
ning, and all Sorts of Arts and Sciences, 
and to erect Schools and Academies for 
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9 a * . * 5 
Z Rights and Liberties, and impos'd no other 


| Laws upon them, than what were neceſſary 
| to civilize a rude and barbarous People, 


the Inſtruction and Education of Youth, to 


: improve the Genius, and cultivate the 


Temper and Manners of the People. And 
tho' the Country might be ſomewhat im- 
I poreriſh dand — by the Tribute and 
Treaſure, which they drew out of their 
Jreſpective Colonies, the People were large- 
Ny recompenced by the great Advantages 
Jof Literature and Arts, which they re- 
reiv'd from ſo polite and accompliſh'd a 
ation. 

And in few Years the Seed of the Roman 
Civility ſo very much thriv'd and proſper'd 
mong the Gwentonian Britains, that they 
vere not only well affected to, but fond 
4 bf their new Gueſts, and ſoon began to 
mitate them in their laudable Cuſtams, 


nd 31} other ingenious Arts, which they 


gornd fo beneficial to them and their Coun- 
8. that they began to inter marry a- 
Nong them. The ſecond Roman Legion 
Was order'd by the Emperor and Senate of 
ome, to ſettle and fix here as the moſt 
con- 
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convenient Place for the Rule and Govern- 


ment of the Weſt of Britain, which moſt 
think, gave the Name Caer- Legion or Urbs 
Legionum to this City, tho” Jeffery of Mon- 
mouth would have it call'd Lleon (from one 
of his antient imaginary Kings, the VI. 
from Brute) which became very eminent 
for Trade or Commerce, as the Reſort and 
Reſidence of great Men. And its Eminen- 
cy and Glory appears by the noble and 


magnificent Structures the Romans left be. 
hind, whereof ſome of the broken Remains 


ſtand yet above Ground, but ſhatter'd and 
demoliſh'd by the voracious Teeth of Time; 
and tho' the greateſt Part of thoſe Monu- 


ments are Overturn'd and buried in the 


Rubbiſh of Antiquity, there are found 


from time to time many curious Remains ' | f 


of Subterraneous Arches, Aqueducts, Al 
tars, laſcriptions, Pavements, Coins, 
Medals, Carvings in Stone, and Im- 
preſſions in Brick, the Images of the Ca- 
ſars, and the Effigies of the Roman Gods 
and Goddeſſes, whereof one very remarka- 
ble Inſtance was in tha Year 1706, found 
at Caer- Leon; it was the Figure of Diana 
with her Treſſes and Creſcent moulde@@n 
Alabaſter gear a prodigious Foundetion- 
Wall of Free-Stone, on the Sovrh fide of 


Wide, 


King Arthur's round Table, which was very | 
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t 
hs 
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nt 
1d 
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nd | 
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vil Coatroverſies, 
d povern'd by them in all Matters. 
„Das the Influence of Prieſt-cratt in thole 
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vide and ſuppos'd to be one ſide of a 
* Roman Amphitheatre. 


Giraldus Cambrenſis ſaith, that in the 


1 514; Century there was kept the Court of 


Great King Arthur, where the Roman Am- 
baſſadors made their Addreſſes to him, 


4 Land where the Heroes of that Age reſort- 
Zed to the Round Table of that Martial 


Prince, to be inſtructed in the Art of War. 


But above all, this City was the moſt fa- 


ous, for that it was bleſs'd by the pecu- 


iar Care of Heaven, that the Chriſtian 


Faith was preach'd and planted here in the 


4 Erty third Year after our Bleſſed Saviour's 
Incarnation; for *tis held and believ'd by 

he moſt Authentick Hiſtorians, that Jo- 
* Fepb of Arimathea, and Simon Zelotes, and 
Ppther Diſciples, that were contemporary 
Pith our Saviour, did about that time land 


the Weſt of Britain, and moſt probably 


ere, being the chiet City in thoſe Parts, 


Ind where the Roman Legion lay, who 
Pete protected by them againſt the Bar- 
Writy of the ruder Britains, and the Inſo- 
ncies of their Druids, Prieſts and Flam- 
Wins, who were in great Eſteem among 
Pem, and were their Judges in all their 
C and wholly directed 
Such 
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Days.) - Alexander Elſibienſis writeth, that 


there was in the firſt Century a School or 
College here of 200 Philoſophers, for the 
ſtudying of Aſtronomy, and other Arts 


and sciences, 


and continued there for 


ſome hundred of Years, which Giral dus 
Cambrenſis ſaith is the more credible ; for 
that the Learned and Pious Amphibolus was 
born here, and was a Profeſſor of Divini- 
ty, and a Preacher of the Goſpel here. 


Cambrenſis ſaith, he was Tutor and la- 


ſtructor to St. Alban, and contemporary 
with thoſe pious Divines Julius and Aaron, 
the two Proto- Martyrs of that Part of 
Britain, who in this City receiv'd the 


Crown of Martyrdom in the Beginning 


of Dialetian's Perſecution, under a Roman 
Governor that was a Heathen, and put in 


Execution the ſevere Orders of that bloody 


Emperor againſt the Chriſtians in this 


Iſland. 


King Lucius, who died without 


Iſſue, and buried at Gloceſter, was ſuc- 
ceeded by Severus Emperor of Rome, and 
Baſſianus, betore it return d to the Brit. 


Lines. 


But as all ſublunary Things find 


their fatal Period, fo this City of Caerlcon 
in Reſpe of its Greatneſs and Mapniſi- 
cence, is laid in the Ruins of her own De- 
Cay, priacipally occaſion'd by the Deſertion 
of the Aomam, and herTrade muchobſtructed 
by 3 
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4 by a new Town call d Newport, 2 Miles 


below on the ſame River, where was alſo 
built a Gaſtle and a ſtately Bridge out of 
the Ruins of this once famous City; by 
which means the Road is turn'd from this 
City to South Wales; of which may be 
now ſaid. 


FT bis was the City the Britiſh Garland wore, 


By Roman Lan fs in Days 0 Lore; 


zer-Legion once her Head aloft did rear, 

ow in her Urn lies ſadly bury'd there; 

Vith Temples, Vaults, and Marble Tombs 
adorn'd, 

JV ben in her Glory Troy-novant ſhe ſcorn'd. 

Dr if a further Account you will have, 

Flere lies a noble City in a Grave, 

Wonder, Reader, we may think it then, 

hat famous Cities ſhould die thus like Men; 

et confidered a Wonder, think it none, 

For AMultitudes of Cities are thus gone. 


_ 
* 


t is believ'd, and (very probable) that 
Mc. Alban was born or atleaſt bred in Vp- 
went, within a Mile of Caer leon, there 
ntiauiog ſtili the Ruins of aa antient 
*W brick call'd St. Albans now, or lately 


- Flonging to the Family of the Porel-. 
- Wp4:v0lx5 and his Pupil Alban were very 


cceſsful in preaching the Goſpel, and 
Waverted many to the Faith of Chrift. 
me ſay, that King 
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King Lucius the Son of Coylus, and 
Grandſon to Arvigarus, that marry'd Clau- 
dius the Emperor's Daughter, keeping his 
Court at Caerloyow, which the Romans call'd 
Glenum, now Gloceſter, and hearing of the 
Fame of theſe Britiſh Apoſtles, was deſi- 
rous to hear them preach, by whom, or by | 
one of them (tis probable) he was con ver- 
ted and baptiz d; thereby becoming not 
only the firſt Chriſtian Britiſh Ring, but 
the firſt Chriſtian King we read of in the 
whole World. 

Alban was call'd after to preach the 
Goſpel to the Trinobantes, and had a Chri- 
ſtian Church at Verulam in Hertfordſhire, 

where he ſuffer'd Martyrdom, and the 
Place calPd afterwards St. Albans by his 
Name. N 

King Lucius reſolving zealouſly to pro- 
mote the Chriſtian Faith in his Kiogdom, Þ 
ſent two Learned Men to Eleutherius Biſhop ] 
of Rome, to be further inſtructed in the 
Chriſtian Religion, who ſent with them“ 
back Fag anus and Domianus with this Let. ; 
ter, the Subſtance of which is as followeth. 
* You have (by the Mercy of God) bot, 
* the Law and Faith of Chriſt among w. 
** you written in the Old and New Teſt- ap. 
© ment; out of the ſame, by the Advice eth. 
the good and prudent Men of yo. 
„ Realn| 
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% Realm, and by the ſame make a Law, 

* „ by God's Grace and Permiſſion to Rule 
and Govern your Kingdom of Britain, 

T « for inthat Kingdom you are God's Vicar 
and Vicegerent”; which is more full in 
| | the Eccleſiaſtick Hiſtory. This I men- 
7 | tion, to ſhew the Honeſty, Simplicity and 
2 Humility of the Biſhops of thoſe Days, 

+ | who were all Brethren, and in equal Au- 
it thority, before they came to be debauch'd 
and vitiated with Pride and Avarice, not 
only to Lord it over the People that were 
ne God's Heritage; But over Princes, Kings, 
2 | Writ, which was then the infallible 
he Rule and Guide to the Primitive Chriſtian 
his Princes, Biſhops and Churches, as you find 
by the Good Advice of the forementioned 
Eleutherini, that pious Biſhop and Paſtcr 
im, pf the Church of Rome, whole Fame was 
non (ben for Piety and Purity in the greateſt 
the] Reputation of any Particular Church in the 
nem World. The Churches of Greece and Afra 
Let. ing Oppreſs'd by their Perſecutors, aud 
eth Divine permiſſion ſuffered to Languiſh 
voti d Decay in the Vitals of Religion, till 
none was reviv'd and countenanced by the 
Peſts13 appy Acceſſion of the Great Conſt antine 
ice the Roman Empire, Born in Britain of 
y out elena the firſt Chriſtian Empreſs, as he was 


ro- 


and Emperours, contrary to the ſacred 
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this Renowned Emperour accounted then 
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the fir? Chriſtian Emperour in the World; 
And was for ſettling and propagating of 
the true Religion. In Order to which he 
conſulted with the Moſt Learned men of the 
Age, particulary with Lactantius, who wing ) 
others was ordered by the Emperours toy, 
make, an Exact Scrutiny of all Former? Ir 

1a 

* 

| 


Predictions relating to the Meſſias, as well. 
out of the ſacred Writ as the Propheſies off. 
the Sibylls, which Auguſtus Cæſar had ſuch, 
a Value for, that he depoſited them Underfy | 
the Altar of Apollo, and ſuffered but few, 
Favourites to have a ſight of them. And ße 


Bleſſed that foretold to the World wha 
the Divine Providence had deſigned fot, 
the Good of Mankind. And appointed tha 
an Exact Collection ſhould be made q 
the Propheſies and Teſtimonies of ſuc} 
Writers that liv'd before Chriſt was bor! 
or the Name of Chriſtians thought 0 
Having the Power and Ad vantage to ſ- 
and Examine the Original Records in tif 
Roman Treaſury which in his time, bei. 
about three hundred Years after our Bl 
ſed Saviour's Incarnation, remain'd entifY, 
and unimbezled,which he thought a Matt 
of great Importance for the Coufirmatiy; 
of the Chriſtian Religion, that had been {4 
many Years try'd and purifi'd in the Fi 
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H | of Perſecution, continued in his time Un- 
o corrupted. And as a Father ſaith, that the 


be Biſhops and Divines of thoſe Times tho' they 
8 drank in Wooden Chalices they were Gol- 


aden Preachers; and ſince their Succeſſors 
to grank in Golden Chalices became Wooden 
ner preachers; the former imitated the Life 
vel as well as the Doctrine of Our Saviour, 
soſſſwhich directed to the Manifeſtation of 


uch pis Father's Will, and to the Reformation 
det nd Amendment of Man's Life: Advancing 
wa his Foundation Principle, as an Abſt ract 


pf the Divine Ceremonies, and our Duty 
o God and Man, Thon ſhalt Love the 
2 thy God with all thy Soul, and thy 
fof tig bour as thy ſelf. The Doctrine of 
my hriſt was plain, eaſie, and convincing 
(ho it treated of the higheſt Myſteries. It 

"fi ad neither Pomp, Eloquence or Often- 

borſſation, not flattering the Follies of Wick- 
it od Men, as the Orations of Philoſophers, 
to (ad the Harangues of the Modern Dege- 
in ''Werate Doctors of the Church of Rome 
bei, Neither did it conſiſt in External 
r Bie oprofitable Ceremony, as the later 
entiW-w; bad by their fond Tradition, and the 
Mall nifts now by their ſuperſtitious Jewiſh 
mall'Wights and Tautologies in an Unknown 
een ongue and Romantick Legends, that they 
he 5 rake the Law eo God of no Effect. Neither 
| did 


hen 


the Chriſtians within his Empire, appoint- 


hundred Biſhops, Miniſters, Paſtors, or] 
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did it indulge Seſualitiy as the Turkiſh 
Alcoran and other Law Givers have done. 
But the Goſpel of Jeſus was Simplicity ; / 
All was Spirit, Truth Juſtice, Holineſs, /* 
Humility and Charity. It neither abſtraQ- |? 
ed nor diſannull'd any perfect or ſpiritual |” 
Precept of the Law of Moſes, but rather q | 
reviv'd, inforc'd and fulfill'd the ſame. '£ 
For whereas that commanded External | 4 * 
Obſervances, the Law of Chriſt requires 2 
Internal Obedience, and to render to God ' t 
that Spiriual Service, which is moſt agree- |: 
able to his Divine Nature. This was the tl 
happy Eſtate of moſt of the Chriſtian gr | 
Churches in this good Emperor's Time, 
who deſigning further to eſtabliſh and unite 


ed Orders to be iſſued throughout all his 
Dominions, that all Biſhops, Miniſters and! 
Paſtors (which were Terms ſynonimous F ? 
then) of all Chriſtian Churches ſhould 
meet and aſſemble at Nice, at a certain] 
Time, then and there to hold a Synod|: 
or general Council for the End aforeſaid,} F 
where he appear'd himſelf with above three 


their Delegates, which concluded in an 
happy Agreement and Harmony, and pro. 
duc'd the Famous and Orthodox MNicent!: 
Creed, (which we retaln in our . Impe 

aud 
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„ and other Matters of great Importance to 
the Univerſal and Catholic Church; which 
that Council detign'd, and held to be the 
whole Complex, militant Body of Chri- 
- ſtians in the Univerſe, which Title no par- 
ticular Church can appropriate to it ſelf, 
without the Guilt of the greateſt Nonſence 
and Contradiction, (as now the corrupt 
ai and degenerate Church of Rome doth) or 
any other Church that aſſumes to it ſelf 
the Title of Catholick or Univerſal, But 
what may not this Apoſtate Church do, 
he that hath renounced the chief Principles of 
au Primitive Chriſtianity, and hath made 
„Way for a Novel Politick Religion, or ra- 
ite | ther Fraud, to propagate her Ambition 
and Grandeur, which is ia many Reipects 
his worſe than no Religion? In Relation to 
nd! Human Society, it is a Religion that diſ- 
dus] ſolves Faith and good Nature, * gives 
114 | Authority both to Peridy and Cruelty. 
ain} And for its Propagation will make its 
nod} Tbampions diveſt themſelves of Humanity, 
aid. and act worſe than Devils, in order to be: 
bree Tome Saints; thinking it meritorious to de- 
roy Hereticks, or do any other barbarous 


5 T {At their Church ſhall enjoyn, for all the 
pro orals of Bigotted Papiſts are but Slaves 
cent Jo their Zeal. Their pretended infallible 
ches Impoſtor and his Confederates, by their 


aud 5 „ uUſur- 


| Corpus meum) to make God, and pretend 
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Uſurpation and Robbing of Emperors, ' 
Kings and Princes of their Rights of Su- 
premacy, have obtaind ſuch an abuſed ' 
Authority into their Hands, thit they 7 
ſeem to have got the Government of Church |? 
and State, under as implicite an Obedience 
as they have got over the Faith and Credu- 
lity of their Votaries How ſtrangely are 
they deceiv'd and impos'd on, by the ap- 
parent Frauds of their Ihdulgencies, Par- 
dons, fabulous Legends, &c. but above all! 
by that abſurd, unreaſonable and Novel | 
Article of Tranſubſtantiation, making 21 
vile Prieſt by the pronouncing of (Hoc eſt Þ 


to perform a greater Miracle, than ever 
our Saviour or his Apoſtles did ; for the 

Change they made was obvious to the] 
Senſes. . But we and theſe both ſee, feel 
and know, there is no Manner of Changef$- 


in the Elements. This is ſo great a Scan“ 
dal to the Turk and Infidel, that they fay, 

that the Papiſts make their God, and then de. . . 
vour him. But this Doctrine, as well as Au- # 
ricular Confeſſion, luvocation on Saints and 27 
Angels, Adoration of Images, Prayers foſ f 5, 


the Dead, and Purgatory, were not known 
for the firſt 500 Years after our Bleſſed 83. 
viour, and tavented for no other end, buf 


to carry on the Grandeur, and enrich the 
Pope 


7 
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Pope and Clergy, which were never ab- 
ſolntely confirm'd but by their pack'd 
Council, or rather Conventicle of Trent. 
But lofinite are the Ways and Tricks of 


2 theſe lewd and cheating Prieſts, to make 
the ignorant People part with their Mo- 
* ney, by pretending to pardon their Sins, 
and thereby introduce them into a Fool's 


ÞP' F! Paradiſe, which the late lngenious Earl of 


hy 


x: 
_—_—Y 2 2 


Rocheſter hath aptly deſcrib'd in one of 
his Poems. 


And Pardons by them can be bought and ſold, 
It's no Sin to adore and worſhip Gold, 


: 1. If Rome can pardon Sins, as Romans hold, © 


For Sins they may commit in Time to come, 
And what is paſt; tis mighty well for Rome. 


2. If they can purchaſe Pardons with a Sum, 8 


1 They'll purchaſe Heaven at their proper Coſt ; 
Alas the Poor, they that are ſo are loſt. 


. At this Rate they are Happieſt that have moſt, 8 


From whence came $his Knack, and when did it begin 
bar Author have they who did bring it in? 


Did Chriſt ere keep a Cuſtom- Houſe for Sin ? 


Some ſubtle Devil, without more a do, 
$ Muſt certainly this new Invention brew, | 


o gull Men of their Souls and Money too. 
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Another Great, Learned and Pious Di- F 


Vine of this Country of Gwent was David, | 


Uncle to K. Arthur, (as ſome Hiſtorians hl 


who for ſome Time was Paſtor and Biſhop 


of the ChriſtianChurch at Caer- Lleon in the 


5th Century, and converted many to the 
Chriſtian Faith, and did many charitable! 
Acts in this Country, as the Building of, 
ſeveral Churches, and the Rebuilding the. 


Church of Glaſſenbury, which was gone to 
utter Ruin and Decay. But being ſuper. 
annuated andweary of the Fatigues of Cour 
and a publick Life, did retire from then 


to Menevia in Divet, now St. David's i! 
Pembrokeſhire, that he might ſpend the ref 


of his Time in Solitude and Contemplatior 
where he built a Houſe and College fo 


Learning call d Tay David, the Houſe q 
David, to wv ich Place the Biſhoprick wa 
removed from Caer-Lleon; and the Church 
ef Rome was pleas'd to cannonize him 
Saint. Tho' be and the Britiſß Church 
then did not acknowledge her Supremaci 


but as a particular Church. 


E 


C HA 


/ Urcbs Venta Silurum or Caerwent, the firſt Ac. 
diem in all Britain; of the two Famous Ports of 
Caer-Lleon and Chepſtow, which in the Roman 
Time were Cities of the greateſt Reſort and Trade of 
any in the Weſt of Britain. Briſtol being they 
but an obſcure Village, and how it came to Reputation 
and Trade. How this Country came to be ſubdued in 
King Henry IT's Time, but never before by Saxons, 
Danes or Normans. That Myrick the laſt King or 
Prince of Gwent, having but one Daughter call d 
Morvyth, was married to Grono, Grandſon to 
Rees-ap- Theodore, Prince of South-Wales, from 
whence deſcended Owen Tudor, Grandfather to 
Henry VII. Cc. and ſo to James I. King of Great 
Britain. Of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaſter, and 
Henry IV. his Son, wholiv'd in this Country, 


4 Nother famous City ſituated in the 
1 middle of Upper G went, and inhabi- 
ted by the Slares, was call'd by the Empe- 
{ror Antonine, Urbs Venta Silurum, by the 
Britains Caerwent, wherein was a Place of 
Divine Worſhip according to the Chriſtian 
Profeſſion; And an Academy for the In- 
ſtruction of Arts and Sciences founded and 
gerected by one Tathy a Britain, and is ſup- 
pos'd to be the firſt Academy or Univerſity 
in the Brit ſy Dominions; but now lies bn- 
Fried in its own Ruins, and the Footſteps 
a C 2 hardly 
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hardly d iſcern'd, ſave ſome Part of the 
Out- Walls built Cuneatim or Wedge-ways, 
after the Roman Faſhion, and ſome Roman 
Coins that are frequently found in the Ruins 
and in the Fields adjacent. As there are 
two Navigable Rivers on the Eaſt and Weſt 
ſide of Upper Gwent, ſo there are two Noble 
Ports guarded by two ſtrong Caſtles, which 
Rivers are capable of receiving each a 
thouſand Sail of Ships, and ſecurely to lie 
at Anchor at high Water, and at low Wa- 
ter on an eaſie Ouze. The Port formerly of 
Caer Lleon, but now Newport, by Reaſon of 
a new Bridge made there, and Caſe-Gwert, 
now Chepſtow, where Ships of 50 Tuns come 
to the Keys of thoſe Towns, were two Ci- 
ties (now Towns) in the Roman Times 
moſt eminent and conſiderable for Trade, 
as I have obſerv'd, of any in the Weſt of 
Britain. The City of Briſtol being then but 


* 5. 


an obſcure Village, until the Weſt Saxon 
had brought under theirSubjeRion that Part 
of Engl and. And ſince they could not ſubdue Þ 
the moſt deſir'd and delectable Gwextland, 
did begin to bring Briſtol (conveniently 
ſituated on the Rivers Avon and Frome, Þ 
About 5 Miles from the Severe Sea) into 
ſome Trade and Reputation, fituated di-. 
rectly oppoſite to Caldicor-Caſtle in that 
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Part of Gwertland, that lies between the] 
Mouths Þ 
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Mouths of the Rivers YYye and Uske, on 
the North fide of the Severne. All Things 
continued in a very proſperous and flou- 
riſhing Condition, till the Romans after 
590 Years Poſſeſſion of this Country, as 
well as moſt Part of South Britain, were by 
Reaſon of their Wars and Civil Diſſeati- 


ons call'd into Gallia and Italy, and obli- 
ged to with-draw their Forces with as 
many Britains as would ſerve in the Roman 
Wars, which greatly diminiſh'd the Trade, 
and much depopulated theſe Britiſh Cities. 


; 


And ſince the Mieſt Saxons could by no 
means conquer this Country, they gradus 


ally encourag'd aud brought a great Traf- 
fick and Commerce to Briſtol, which is 
now grown to be a rich and opulent City 


for Trade, a ſecond London, and ſtandeth 


to neither. 
could ever bring this Part of the Country 
to their Subjection, but our brave Ro- 
maniz'd Britiſi Anceſtors that remain'd, 
did for ſome Hundreds of Years defend 
7 themſelves and their Religion againſt the 
laſults and Attempts of thoſe barbarous 
and ſavage People, the Saxons and Danes, 
gas well as from the Corruptions and Su— 
perſtition of the Church of Rome, which 


in Somerſet and Gloceſterſhire ; and being a 


| County it ſelf will acknowledge Subjection 
Yet neither Saxons nor Danes 
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in the 5th Century began much to dege- 
nerate from its Primitive Original, as ap- 
pear'd by their rejecting of Auſtin the 
Monk, ſent by Pope Gregory to convert 
the Saxons with their depravd erroneous 
Principles, as their fictitious Innovations, 
which our beſt Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories do 
more fully relate. The natural Fortiſica. 
tion of this Country, as well as the many. 
ſtrong Caſtles built on the Frontiers, wit! 
the Bravery and Courage of the Gwentoni. 
ans, was (under God) the great Means of 
their Preſervation from the Invaſions and 

Deſcents of thoſe ſavage Nations. There: 
being four Caſtles on the River Uske, vis 
Newport, Caerleon, Uske and Langibby Caſtles, 
On the River Wye two, Monmouth and Ched. 
ſtom Caſtles; and on the Serverne the val} 
and ſtately Ruins of Caldicot Caſtle, for: 

merly the Seat of Huphry Bobun Earl 0 
Hereford, and after deſcended to John ©! 

Gaunt Duke of Lancaſter, and is now ii 
the Crown, About a Mile diſtant frooF' 
the Severne is B ſhton Caſtle, the anticilF* 
Seat of the Biſhops of Landaſte. There wen 
likewiſe fix Caſtles that compaſs the For 
reſt or Chaſe of YYentwood, as Penco) 
Penhow, Laxvaches, Lanvaire, Dinham ai 
Caſtrogy Caſtles, the Seats or belonging t 


ſome of the principal Tenants of Ve 
Wo 
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dege- wood, and are within the Purlues and Li- 
as ap- mits thereof ; which argues, that our no- 
„ the ble Anceſtors had as high a Regard for the 
\nvert Mſecuring of their Rights and Priviledges 
\neous therein, againſt all inteſtine Invaders, as 
they had to defend themſelves againſt the 


tions 

ies do common Enemies of their Conntry; where- 
tifica-Þin they did allo bravely defend and pre- 
man) ſſerve themſelves againſt the Norman Sla- 


with Fvery, till ia the Reign of King Henry l. 
entoni- | nding that by him, Gilbert Strongbow 
ans of vas made Lord of Gwent: Tho? the two 
as and Þdjacent Counties of Glamorgan. and Brecon 
There ere reduced to the Norman Subjection in 
e, vid. 
Caſtles? 
d Ches- 


he Firſt by Sir Robert Firzhamond and his 
2 Knights, who Jeſtin Lord of Glamorgan 
he val ſent for to aſſiſt him agaiaſt Rees-ap-Thes- 
e, for Fore Prince of South Males, who not agree- 
Earl 0 ng on their Reward, and liking the Coun- 
John dry, took Poſſeſſion of it themſelves, but 
10% iir incipally occaſior'd by Prince Jeſtin fal- 
t frodſitying his Word, as the Britiſh Hiſtory 
antieil elates. About the fame time Bernard 
re wer \ewmark, a French Nobleman, obtain'd 
he Forffibe Conqueſt of the Lordſhip of Brecon, 
Penco) nd moſt Part of that Country, but we find 
yam anſÞ2t that the Gwentoni215 were totally ſub- 
ging! ued, but rather capitulated in the Time 
fue King Henry II. who coming thro? that 
wo C 4 Country 


33 


Villiam Rufus the preceding King's Time; 


| 
| 
| 
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Country with his Army for 1-eland, paſſed 
over a Brook cal} d Nant-pen-Carne, held 
fatal by the Inhabitants of that Country, 
who were over-credulous of a Prophecy 
of Merlin Silveſier, the Britiſh Apollo, who 
had prognoſticated, that when a ſtout and 
treckled-fac'd King (ſuch as King Hem y 
was) ſhonld paſs over that Brook, thac 
the Power of the Britains in thoſe Parts 
ſnould be brought under; whereby their 
Courage was abated, and that Country 
brought ſoon into Subjection to that King 
and his Succeſſors. We find, that Richard 
Strongbow, in this King's Reign, for the 
Breat Service he did in the Conquering of 
Ireland, was made Lord of Gwent, with 

the Additional Honour of Earl of Struggle 
and Chepſtow. But tho' He and ſome Nor- 
mans had poſſeſſed themſelves of ſome 


Caſtles in Gwen:land, the old Inhabitants 


of the Britiſh and Roma Race were not 
extirpated nor depriv'd of their antteat 
Rights and Freedoms; but doing their 
Suits and Services, they capitulated to 
enjoy them under this firſt King of the 
Plantagener's Family. For we find, that in 
the next Reign the Engliſh and Norman 
Gentlemen that had got Eſtates within the 
Purlues of Went wood, did aſſert and pre- 
ſent theit Rights and Freedoms there. 8 

U 
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On the Country of Gwent never conquer'd 
by Danes, Saxons or Normans, 


0 1 . * > * ad q N 4 5 
rr 


. >> T& 3 


To thee, Brave Gwent, Praiſe doth alone be- 
long, 

Thou * wor ſt Chains, impatient wert of 
wrong; 

When Saxons, Danes and Normans Britain 
ſway a, 

Thou ſcorn t the ſervile Yoke on others laid; 

VVith Courage great moſt bravely didſt main- 
tam | 

Thy Rights ſo long enjoy d; may they remain 

Not ſuffering ſlaviſh Laws thee to attack, 

Or to defend thy Freedoms appear ſlack, 

Of all our Britiſh Counties be thou free, 

In the Front lac d when they ſhall mar ſhal d be. 

hat makes thee Truckle? VP hat doth the 
delude, 

Now to put on Beaufordian Servitude ? 


5.56 
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About this Time the Race of the Kings 
of Gwent extinguiſh'd ; for Meiricł Son of 
Ithel King or Prince of Gwent dy d without 
Iſſue Male, which made the Gwentonians 
ſooner ſubmit, and left only one Daughter 
behind, nam'd Morvythe, who was marry'd 
to Grono Grandioa to the Lord Rees, who 
was Grandſon tu Rees-ap-Theodore Prince of 

C5 | South» 
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South. wales. Grono had Iſſue Tudor, who 
had Iflue Grono, which Grono had Iſſue Sir 
Tudoreap-Grono, theGrandfather of Sir Ower 
Tudor, who was Grandfather to King 
Hemy VII. King of Englund, who was 
Grandfather to James VI. of Scotland, and 
firſt King of Great Britain; fo that it ap- 
pears, that the Kings of Scotland and Eng- 
land are originally deſcended from Mor- 
vyth, this Gwentonian Prince's Daughter, 
and Heir to Myrick, laſt King of Gwent, 
who according to ſeveral Authentick Br:- 
ziſh Pedigrees was lineally deſcended from 
Cadwalladar, the laſt King, of Britain, and 
as our Hiſtorians do teſtifie, did progno- 
ſticate 1500 Years paſt, that the Heirs de- 
ſcended of his Loins ſhould be reſtor'd again 
to the Kingdom of Britain, which was  u: 
partly accompliſh'd in King Henry VII. and an 
more by the Acceſſion of King James l. to fu 
the Britiſh Throne, but wholly fulfill d ia 
the Happy Union of all Britain, by the Er 
Glorious Queen ANNE; whom GO © | 
long preſerve of his great Goodneſs, and 
the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line. 
John of Gaunt, the great Duke of Las. 
eaſter, reputcd to be tne richeſt Uncrown'd 
Head in Europe, was fourth Son to King 
Edward III. who was Protector of the 
Kingdom, during the Minority of King 


14 
6 »#  * 
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Richard II. and Father to King Henry IV » 
tho' he was not born in Gwentland, had 
large Poſſeſſions in that Country, and 
had two noble Caſtles, viz. Caldicot and 


Monmouth,which yet appear by theMagnifi- 


cence of the Ruins: which after He and his 
Britiſh Dutcheſs Blanche did moſtly inhabis 
and reſide, and muchdelighted in. This great 
Man being ſenſible of the Inſolency, Pride, 
Avarice, the vitious Practices and Dege- 
neracy of the Clergy, did then, as much 
as he could, promote a Reformation in 

Religion, and was a great Favourer of 
that learned and pious Divine John Wick- 
cliffe, who flouriſh'd in his time, and did 


| revive and preach the true Apoſtolical Pri- 


mitive Faith, that had fo long lain buried 
vader the Rubbiſh of Pop; Superſtition 


| and Idolatry, and did openly and ſuccet- 


tally oppoſe the Pope's Authority and Ju- 


riſdiction, and did expoſe the manifeſ: - 
Errors of the Church of Rome, as repug- + 


nant to the Holy Scriptures, and the Pra- 


| tice of the Primitive Churches and Fa- 


thers for the four firſt Centuries, and pro- 


| ving the Pope to be Antichriſt. This fo 


allarim'd the Eccleſiaſticks of thoſe Times, 


| who where then very potent and power- 
| ful, that they caud a Synod, and had 


Mr. Vici fe brought before them, who 


dia 
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did bravely maintain the Doctrine he 
preach'd by the ſacred Writ ; yet they 
did on ſeveral Articles condemn him as a 
Heretick. But by the Means of the Duke 
of Lancaſter, he obtain'd the Favour to be 
baniſh'd to Hungary, where the Almighty | 
fo bleſſed his Labours, that he was inſtru- ; 
mental to convert many in that Country 0 
from Infidelity and Popery to the true ] 
. Chriſtian Faith; the Wicklifians were ſe⸗ ( 
verely proſecuted under the Denomination * 
of Lollards, and ſeveral eminent Divines, 1 4 
that were for a Reformation in the next Þ# c 
Reign, ſuffer d Martyrdom for the Pro- I. 
feſſion of a good Faith, as William Samtree, an 
William Swinderby, and William Thorpe, who ve 
fell a Sacrifice to the implacable, Blocd- ÞÞ };, 
thirſty Popiſh Clergy. Which more at I zh. 
large appears in Mr. Fox's Acts and Monu- 6, 
ments. of 
Henry of Bullingbrock, ſo call'd from the Ar 
Place of his Birth, eldeſt Son to John of Þ ang 
Gaunt Duke of Lancaſter by Blanche bis Ki; 
Dutcheſs, was elected and choſe by the the; 
Eſtates in Parliament, by the Name of mn: 


Henry IV. King of England, France, Ce. wic. 
Having depos d and obliz'd King Richard Judy 
to reſign the Crown and Kingdom to | 


Henry; That Parliament did exhibit 2. 


Articles of Miſ government agaiuſt that 
un. 
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unfortunate Prince; among the reſt, that 


he aſſociated himſelf with young debauch'd 
Courtiers, and did not regard or hearken 
to the Counſel of the ſage and prudent of 
his Realm ; and that he was lead away by 
the evil Counſel of Michael de la Pool; 

Robert de Vere, with Alexander Archbiſhop 
of York, and Rebert Treſilian Lord Chief 
Juſtice, and in particular without any 
Cauſe againſt his Uncle the Duke of Glo- 
ceſter, and the Earls of Warwick and Arun- 
del, encouraging King Richard to break his 
Coronation- Oath, and to commit many 
Irregularities? gaiaſt the Laws of the Land, 

and the Liberties of the Subject, and pre- 
vailing with him to aſſemble ſome of his 

bene-placito mercenary Judges at Nortin- 


lam, where they pronounced the Duke of 


Glocefter to be guilty that adher'd to him) 
of High Treaſon, for oppoſing the King's 
Arhitrary Deſigns. Whereupon the Lords 
and Barons met, and humbly beſought the 
King to confirm his forme: Oith, toreſtore 
their Rights and Liberties, and to re- 
move and baniſh out of the Realm thoſe 
wicked and flattering Counſellors and 


Judges, who, only to pleiſe him and 


raiſe their own Fortunes, had given ſich 
legal and deſtruRiv- Opinions, Whereby 
be exated great Sums of Money, from all 
ſuch 
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ſuch as favour'd the Duke of Gloceſter, 
and the Lords ; and in tyrannical Manner 
forced many of them to ſubmit, and to 
acknowledge themſelves guilty of High 
Treaſon, tho” they never offended againſt 
him, and compell'd them to ſet their 
Hands to Blanks, to the end that at his 
Pleaſure the King might oppreſs them. 
And in a ſhort time cauſed the Duke of 
Gloceſter, the Earl of Arundel and Warwick 
to be appreheaded ; the one was beheaded, 
and Warwick, who on a mean Submiſſion 
confeſs d himſelf guilty of Crimes he was 
altogether innocent of, was ſav'd. the D 
of Gloceſter was ſent over to Callais, where 
(purſuant to the King's Order) the Earl of 
Nottingham cauſed him to be ſtifled between 
two Feather- Beds, 


Henry Duke of Hereford (after King 


Henry IV.) was baniſh'd, in which time 
the old Duke of Lancaſter his Father died, 
and King Richard unjultly ſeir'd all his Ho- 
nours and Eſtates into his Hands, which 
he divided among his Flatterers and Mi- 
nions. This fo diſpleaſed his Uncles, the 
Duke York and Abemarle, that they let! 
the Court and retird into the Country. 
Long had nat theſe things piſſed, betor: 


the iſ fell into Rebellion, and Ki: 


Richard was forc'd to raiſe aud Army 3 0 
| {upp:! 
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ſupply which he farm'd his Revenves to 
Sir John Buſhy, Green and Scroope, and 
greviouſly oppreſs'd his Subjects with ar- 
bitrary and heavy Taxes; which ſo highly 
diſcontented the People, that the Lords 
ſent beyond Sea to adviſe the now Duke of 
Lancaſter of the Opportunity that offer'd to 
free the Nation from Tyranny and Oppreſ- 
ſion, (the King being now in Ireland) 
which he ſoon did, and landed in Nor- 
thumberland with about 2000 Engliſh and 
Foreigners, where the Earl of that Name 
and his Son joyn'd him with moſt of the 
Nobility and Gentry of the North, fo that 
his ſma'! Troops were preſeatly encreas'd 
to be an Army, and march'd towards Lon- 
don, where he was receiv'd with great Joy, 
as their Deliverer from Oppreſlion, ha- 
ving had the Honour of a Triumph with- 
out Victory. King Richard returning from 
Ireland went about to raiſe Forces, but 
ſoon found that his Affairs here were irre- 
| trievable, the Generality of his Subjects 
revolting from him; and not being able to 
ſtem the Torrent, was oblig'd to ac- 
ſquieſce, and ſuffer Briſtol to be taken, 
where Buſhy, Green, Scroope, and ſeveral 
lot his evil Counſellors-fled ; the three firſt 
being there beneaded to ſatisſie the enraged 
Multitude, and otaers of his Mercenary 
Judges 
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Judges and Officers were taken up through- 
out the Kingdom. King Richard throw- 
ing himſelf into the Duke's and the Earl 
of Northumberland's Hands, was treated 
with all imaginable Reſpect till he came 
to London, where upon Pretence of ſecu- 
ring the King from the luſults of the Mob, 
he waslodg'd in the Tower of London, and 
was ſoon after perſwaded to call a Parlia- 
ment, where the Duke of Lancaſter (now 
Henry IV.) made his Challenge of the 
Crown, as deſcending from the Blood- 
Royal of King Henry [1]. ia Words to this 
Effect; That fiance by the Grace of GOD 
© and his Providence, and the Aid and 
e Aſſiſtance of my Friends | have recover'd 
& this Realm, which was on the Point of 
„ Ruin and Perdition by Miſ-government 
and Breach of the Laws of the Land, 
de therefore I Her. of Lancaſter claim it, be- 
* fore this Auguſt Aſſembly in Parliament. 
Oa which Henry was recogniz'd by the 
two States of Parliament, and was ſeated 
on the Royal Throne, and King Richard 
depos'd as is aforemen:ion'd;, on 24 Ar- 
ticles of Miſ government, which he ac- 
knowledged, Sir Robert Treſilian Chief Ju- 
ſtice of England, Sir Nicholas Bamb-r Lord- 
Mayor of London, Sir John Salisb»ry, Sir 
John Beauchamp, Sir Simon Bin ghhy, Sir 
Jamo, 
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James Barnes, Knights, and John Uske Ser- 
jeant at Arms, were by the Authority of 
the ſaid Parliament convicted of High- 
Treaſon, and put to Death. And thediſ- 
penſing Judges, Viz. Robert Belknap, John 
Holt, John Lotlon, Richard Grey, William 
Burgh, with ſome Lords that had fled from 
Juſtice, were baniſh'd the Realm for ever. 
Thus you may obſerve, that our Ance- 
ſtors,in Parliament did not always keep to 
the Lineal Deſcent or Right of Primogeni- 
ture; for the three firſt Kings, after Mil- 
liam call 'd the Conqueror, were his young- 
er Sons, viz. Villiam, Henry and Stephen, 
whoſe beſt Title to the Crown was the 
Choice and Election of the People in Par- 
liament (their eldeſt Brother Robert being 
alive); ſo this great Aſſembly of the States 
of the Realm in Parliament, after they had 
depoſed King Richard for Illegal and Ar- 
bitrary Government, they ſet up and choſe 
our Henry Duke of Lancaſter, Son of John 
of Gaunt, who was fourth Son to Edward ill. 
tho* Edward Mortimer Earl of March mar- 
ry'd Phil pa Daughter and Heir to Lionel 
D. of Clarence,who was third Son to Edward 
III. and liceal Heir to the Crown ; which 
ſhews the extraordinary Juriſdiction of this 
High Court of Parliament. As my Lord 
Chief Juſtice Cook ſaith in his Inſtitutes, 
Sect. 
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Sect. 164, and the great Stateſman Sir Tho 
Smith in Queen Elizaberh's Time, in his 
Treatiſe De Republica Anglorum, Chap. 2 

That a Parliament hath ſo tranſcendant 2 a 
Power, that it abrogateth old Laws, makes 


new, gives Orders for Things paſt and 


Things to come, changes Rights and Poſ- 
ſeſſions, legitimates Baſtards, corroborates 
Religion, preſcribes the R:ghts of Succeſſion 
to the Crown, appointeth Sublidies and Ta xes, 
giveth free Pardons, reſtoreth Blood and 


Name, Cc. 


And as another great Man ſaith, a Par- 
liament conſtitutes and gives a Being to 
the Government of the Nation, and is to 
the Government what the Soul is to the 
Body. A Parliament is the Bulwark of the 
People's Liberty, and preſerves them from 
the [nundation of Tyrannical Power and 
Arditrary Government, and may be truly 
calld the great Phyſician of the King— 
dom, who is only able to underſtand and 
apprehend the Symptoms of al] Diſeaſes 
threataing the Body Politick. Aud as 
the Famous Cook faith, “ that our Laws 
te are founded on the immutable Law, and 
„ Light of Nature, agreeable to the Lau 
* of GOD, requiring Order and ProteQi- 
on in Government, containing ſome 
& certain Uſages warranted by the Holy 

6 Scrip- 
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** Scripture, and that the King Jure Di- 
* dino can do no Wrong, nor die; that 
* their Prerogatives, the Subjects Liberty, 
* are determin'd by Law, and that the 
„King hath no Power, but that the Law 
„gives him, for he is call'd King or Rex, 
* bene Regendo, from ruling well, viz. 

* according to Law; and he is only a 
“King while he rules well, but a Tyrant 
* when he oppreſſts. Theſe being ſome 
Maxims in general of our Government 
and Conſtitution, related by Bracton, and 
Fleta, and other antient Writers. 

King Henry call'd a Parliament in his 
own Name, where the Bp. of Carliſle made 
a Speech about the Proceedings agaiaſt K. 
Richard, and his Depoſing; but he was or- 
der'd to be ſeiz'd by the Earl Mareſchal, 
and to be confin'd. The Parliament jaſti- 
fying their Proceedings, the Crown of 
England was entail'd then upon King Hezry 
and his Heirs for ever, and Henry his Son 
was created Prince of Male, and Duke of 
Cornwall, The Earl of March yielding Obe- 
dience as a Subject to the Choice and De- 
termination of the Parliament, who ap- 
pear'd for the King ia Arms againſt the 
Rebellion of Owen Glendour, and was taken 
Priſoner by him. And becauſe the King 
would not ranſom him, the Earl of Nor- 

thumberland 
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thumberland, and his Son Piercy Hotſpur, 
who in his Defence had routed the Scot; 
Army, became diſaffected, and ranſom'd 
Mortimer their Couſin at their owa Charge, 
who confederated together, and turn'd 
their Arms againſt the King, and joyn'd 
with Owen Glendour, and reſolv'd to ſet up 
the Earl of March as true Heir to the 
Crown. The King advanc'd with a power- 
ful Army to Shrewsbury, where the Rebels 
were entirely defeated, and the Valiant 
Piercy Hotſpur ſlain, and the Earls of Dom- 
gliſſe and Sir Richard Vernon beheaded. But 
the Old Earl himſelf was pardon'd. The 
King thereupon call'd a Parliament to quiet 
all Diſturbances, and to raiſe a Supply for 
his Occaſions ; for we find not that he ever 
extended his Prerogative, or us'd any Ar- 
bitrary Way to raiſe Money, but had a 
great Regard to Parliaments; never diſſol- 
ved anyParliament til] Grievances were re- 
dreſs'd,and caus d Proclamation to be made, 
that if any one had any Matter to preſent 
to the Parliament, they ſhould briag it in 
by ſuch a Day, otherwiſe it would deter- 
mine; which Cuſtom continued till Henry 
VPs Days. This Priace's Reign reſembled 
and was agreeable to our late King il 
liam of Glorious Memory. For as he was 
invited over by the Nobility and Tome to 

| : ree 
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free the oppreſſed Nation from Arbitrary 
Government, ſo was He, which he effected 
under GOD; and was choſe and elected 
King for his high Deſerts, and ſo was He. 
As he had Plots and Contrivances againſt 
him by a Popiſh, Jacobite Party, ſupported 
by a French Intereſt ; ſo had he, by the 
Piercys and Mortimer, and in many other 
Particulars: But differ d. This King was 
Prieſt-ridden, a meer Vaſſal and Slave to 
the Clergy of his Time, put their cruel 
Edits in Execution, as he did againſt 
William Samtree, &c, Eminent Divines, 
and Followers of Wickliffe's Orthodox Do- 
arine ; but the King did not long ſurvive 
that Cruelty. He had Iſſue by his Queen, 
Prince Hemy, Thomas Duke of Clarence, 
John Duke of Bedford, Humphry Duke of 
Cloceſter; Blanche and Philippa. 


CHAP, 


[90] 


CGH AP. ul. 


Of King Henry V. born in M nmouth- Caftle; of 


bis noble Atcbie vements for the Honour of his Coun: 
try, which be never oppreſſed by illegal Taxes and 
Impoſitions. Of Sir ſohn of Old- Caſtle in this 
County, made by the Kirg Lord Cobham, a noble 
and pious Perſon, but 4 Follower of Wickliffc's 
Doctrine, = which he died a Martyr. A ſhort 
Account of Sir Robert Sythl or Cecil, deſcended 
from an antient Family in this County, 

Concluding with his preſent Grace Henry Duke of 
Beaufort born in Monmouth-Caftle, 


ENRY V. King of England, eldeſt 
Son of King Henry IV. by Mary his 
Queen, a Native of Upper Gwent, and born 
in the famous Caſtle of Monmouth, which, 
Captive-like, now yields to conquering 
Time, tho' Mr. Speed relates in his Time, 
he ſaw ſome of theTurrets remaining, and 
ſeveral regular carv'd Stones that were 
caſt down from the Caſtle Walls, which 
ſhew'd the beautiful Architecture it once 
bore, which were plac'd in a circular 
manner; and within the Walls another 
Mount, whereon a noble Tower of great 
Heigth and Strength was built, which was 
the Birth-place of our Gwentonian Hero, 
who, Whilſt he was a Prince, was guilty 
ot 
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of divers Irregularities, and was lead away 
by wild and debauch'd Courtiers. But 
when he came to the Crown, he was won- 
derfully reform'd and chang'd, command- 
ing his lewd Companions to alter their 
Manners, or not dare to approach his 
Court, chooſing grave and worthy Coun- 
ſellors. And to ingratiate himſelf with his 
People, every Day after Dinner he was 
wont, for the Space of an Hour, to re- 
ceive Petitions, in order to redreſs Grie- 
vances. In the Beginning of his Reign, 
he calld a Parliament at Leceiſter, where 
it was mov'd, and he importunately ad- 
dreſs'd, that there might be a Reforma» 
tion in Religion, that was ſo much de- 
prav'd and corrupted by Superſtition and 
Idolatry, and that the Pope's Authority 


might be ſuppreſſed in this Kingdom, as 


well as the pretended Religions Houles ; 
that inſtead of promoting Godly Lives 
and Charity, were only the Nurſeries of 
[dleneſs, Gluttony, Pride and Unclean— 
neſs. The Revenues of the ſupe:fluons 
Land, and Temporalities cf the Clergy 
being calculated, amounted to as much as 
would maintain 15 Earls, 1500 Knights, 
and 6000 Men at Arms, beſides a great 
Number of Alms. Houſes. This much al- 
larm'd the Abbots, Priors, Fryars, * 

an 
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and Nuns, as fearing they ſhould be unhiy'd, 
and therefore they beſeech d the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury to be their Friend, who 
in a ſubtile and learned Oration to the 
King, diverted his Thoughts of Reforma— 
tion, perſwading him to ſeek his Right in 
France, of which Kingdom, he told him, 
he was the true Heir, and ought to in- 
herit ; enforcing it with ſtrong Reaſons. 
Inſomuch that the young King being of a 
fierce and martial Temper, ſoon hearkend 
to what he had ſuggeſted, and ſent in the 
firſt place a Summons to demand the 
Dutchy of Normandy, Agquitain, Guyen, 
and Anjou. The Clergy offering a moſt 
prevalling Argument, an incredible Sum 
of Money for his Service therein; This 
Propoſal knock'd the other Project on the 
Head, being approvd of by the King, and 
the Generality of the Nobles and People; 
and nothing was now debated by al}, but 
how the King might recover France. And 
now the King reſolving upon the War, 
ſettled his Affairs at home. After he had 


rais'd a good Army, he march'd to the 
Sea-Coaſt, and tranſported them, being 
30000 Men, to Normanay, in 500 Ships, and 
beſieg'd the Town of Harflew, which was 
ſurrender'd to him in 37 Days Time, and 


ranſom'd from Plunder, with a great Sum 
h of 
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of Silver and Gold. And having given 
GOD Thanks for the firſt Succeſs of his 
Army, he detach'd 2000 Horſe, and 13000 
Foot, and march'd with them through the 
Countries of Caux and Eu towards Calais. 
The French to hinder him broke down 
Bridges, plaſh'd down Trees, carry*d away 
and deſtroy'd all Manner of Provifion and 
Forrage, that our King was oblig'd to 
march along the Banks of the River Some, 
and at laſt came to Agincourt with his 
tir' d and fatigu'd Army; the numerous 
Army of the French of about 60000 Men, 
attending and watching all Advanta- 
ges, did ſurround our King's ſmall Ar- 
my, as it were ina Toil. Being reduc'd 
to that Extremity at the Inſtance of his 
Nobles, he propos'd Overtures to the 
French, that he would deliver all the Places 
he had taken ſince his Arrival into France, 
on Conſideration that himſelf and all with 
bim might quietly ſhip for England. To 
this the Marſhal and Conſtable, that had 
the chief Command of the French Army, 
were very willing to hearken to, knowing 
the Danger of compelling a deſperate Ene- 
my to fight: But the King, the young 
Prince and Nobles more fiery than either, 
valiant and wiſe, would by no means ac- 
cord to it, who confidently promis'd them- 
ſelves 


and ſpent the Night before the Battle in 
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lelves the Victory, that they had before. 
"Hand divided the Spoil, and that it was 


morally impoſſible, that by the Advantage 
that was given them over their Enemy, 
and the veſt Superiority of their Troops, 


any of the Enemy could eſcape. (But wha: 


Man purpoſes, GOD diſappoints) Who can 
with weak means deſtroy the Power of the 
Mighty, for too much Confidence was their 
Ruin. King Charles and the Dauphine were 
ſent for to have the Honour of the Victor, 


Feaſting and Revelling, whilſt the Ergl.( 
Ipent it ii moderateRefreſhment and Pra; 
er. On the 24th of October, 1414, the 


Battle began, wherein both Sides engag 


with equal Fury; but the Exgliſb Archer: 
do gall'd the French Horſe, that in a ſhort 
time put their Army into the utmoſt Con 


| Fuſion, ſo that King Henry obtain d an en 


tire and a glorious Victory; there heing 


- Main of the Enemy, the High-Conſtabl: 


and Admiral of France, the Dukes of Alan 
fon, Brabant and Barr, 24 Earls and Lords 
$00 Knights and Eſquires, and Gentle 


men, and about 10009 private Soldier 
beſides 10 of the principal Earls and Lore; 


taken Priſoners ; but on King Hens y's ſid 
there was not above 620 Men flain, 20 
only the Duke of York and Earl of Hor 
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re. ¶ ceſter of the Nobility. This famous Victo- 
vasfety being gain'd, the King fell on his 
ade Knees, and caus'd all his Army to do the 
"oY like, and with lifted-up Hands, ſaid, Zora, 
PS, ror unto us, not unto us, but unto thy Name 
r þ; Glory and Honour. 

can After this, the King march'd ſafely to 
Calais, where his Army having refreſh'd 
themſelves, took Shipping for England, 
being greatly enrich'd by the Spoil of the 
Enemy, and coſtly Armour in Abundance. 
The King was receiv'd with all Manner of 
Joy by his People, eſpecially as he paſſed 
through the City of Londen, who preſented 
"Y him with 100097. and two Golden Baſons. 
L This good Prince, after he had order'd a 
general Thankſgiving to be given to GOD 
Almighty for his good Succeſs in France, 
enquird into the Defeats and Male Admi- 
e niſtration of Government his Abſence, 
lac putting in grave and diſcreet Perſons iato 


abi all Offices and Places, commanding them 


lan to adminiſter Juſtice to all impartially, 
r0F applying himlelf to reform all Abuſes, 
11eF eſpecially the Pride, Covetouſaeſs, and 
ierg other Euormities of the Clergy, enjoyn- 
orcYing them to devout Prayer, Preaching, 
Hag and Hoſpitality ; he rul'd with great Mo- 
2\Yderation, and never oppreſs'd his Subjects 
Vo with Legal Arbitrary Taxes, or let looſe 
eſte 3:3 that 
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that Monſter Prerogative amongſt them. 


But when Money was wanting, he call'd a 
Parliament, as he did on the ſecond Ex- 
pedition to France, who granted him a 
'Subſidy 3 but that not ſufficing, and rather 
than to be burthenſom to his People, he 
pawn'd his Crown to Cardinal Bearford, 
His Uncle, and his Jewels to the Lord- 
Mayor of London for 100053 Marks, which 
raisd him an Army of 25000 Men, be- 
ſides 1c20Carpenters and Labourers, who 
arriv'd in Nor andy, Auguſt 1. 1417, in 
order to compleat his Conqueſt in France, 
which he did in a ſhort time accompliſh, 
having taken the City of Caen, and moſt 
of all the ſtrong Towns and Caſtles on 
that ſide of France, and at laſt after nine 
Months Siege, the great City of Roan, ob- 
liging the Burgeſſes for their Ranſom and 
Liberty, quietly to live there, to pay 
356000 Crowns; he took Pont hoiſe, and ad- 
wanc'd towards Paris, on which the French 
King and Queen retir'd to Troy, where 
King Henry, Ring Charles, his Queen, and 
the beautiful Katherine their Daughter had 


an Interview, where *twas concluded, the 


Dauphin ſhould be diſinherited, and a Mar: 
riage between the Lady Katherine and King 
Henry, and that Charles and 1/abel his Queen 
Hhould hold their Dignities and Poſſeſſions, 

during 


du 
the 
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during their natural Lives, and that after 
their Deaths the Crown and Realm of 
France ſhould with all its Right and Ap- 


purtenances remain to the King of Eng- 


land, and his Heirs for ever. And that 
by Reaſon of the Imbecillity of King 
Charles during his Life, the Government 
and the Affairs of the Realm of France 
ſhould be veſted and remain in King Henry, 
and that thenceforth he ſhould govern the 
Realm, and admit to his Council with the 
Council of France, ſuch of the Engliſh No- 
bility as he ſhould think convenient; and 
many other Articles were ſworn to at Troys- 
by all Parties. On the 34 of May, 1420, 
King Henry was proclaim'd Regent of. 
France, and Homage was ſworn by the 
Nobility of France to King Hemy, and 
his Marriage celebrated at Troys, the 3d ok. 
June in great Pomp and Splendor, and rode. 
in Triumph, and took Poſſc ſſion of the Pa- 
lace in Paris, where a Parliament of the 
three Eſtates were there aſſembled and ra- 
tify'd, and confirm'd what had been done 
by the King, and which was ſworn to by 
them all, who ſeal'd the Inſtruments, which 
were tranſmitted to the King's Exchequer 
at Weſtminſter, Which done, the King re- 
turn'd with his Queen to England, where 
they were with great Joy and Triumph re- 
D 3 ceiv'd, 
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ceiv'd, calling a Parliament, were crown'( 
at Weſtminſter : ; and ſoon after call'd a Par. 
liament, to whom he propes'd further 
Supplies to maintain his War againft the 
Danphin, But the Commons exhibiting a 
Petition of their Diſability, to pay ſuch a 
Sum as was deſir'd; this King was fo fa- 
vourable and tender, rather than to op- 
preſs his SybjeAs, to try his own Credit, 
and pawn his jewels and Crown once more 
to Cardinal Beanford for 20ccol. which 
enabled him to reinforce his Army 1a 
France with 4000 Horſe, and 24000 Foot, 
fo that the King foon recover'd the Ad- 
vantages the Dauphin had taken in his 
Abſence, and drove him to great Diſtreſs. 
But when this great King had triumph'd 
over that mighty Kingdom with an vn- 
conquerable Fortune and Succeſs, end aq- 
nex'd tit fully to the Crown of England; 
Death laid his Arreſt upon him, and he 
dy'd at Bloys, Avgruſt 30, 1422, having 
rul'd his Subjects with great Modcratiou 
9 Years and 5 Months. 

At Old. Caſtle in this County, the Fa- 
mous and Pious Sir John of Old. Caſtle, at- 
terwards Lord Cobbam, was born. He was 
2 Gentleman of a Valiant and Heroick 
Spirit, belov'd by King Henry V. but a 


Follower of Wickliffe, tor which he after- 
wards 
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J wards loſt his Life. This worthy Lord 
embrac'd his Doctrines, as moſt conſonant 
to the Sacred Writ, and the Practice of 
e the Primitive Times, and being a zealous 
a 
A 


- 2 
n 
wa 


Defender of them expos'd himſelf to the 
Malice of his Popiſh Adverſaries. For 
Arundel Are biſhop of Canterbury call'd a 
>- © Synod of the Clergy, and charg'd him with 
„ above 1000 Articles of Hereſie, and made 


ä 


— 


* 
e grievous Complaints of him to King Henry | N 
h V. who having patiently heard theſe blood 81 
ia thirſty Wolves, defir'd. that becauſe he 5 
„was a Nobleman,and bis Knight, they would 9 


- reduce him with Gentleneſs, rather than by 
13 Rigour, promiſing he would diſcourſe with 
5. him himſelf about theſe Matters, and ac- 
de cordingly he ſent for the Lord Cobbam, ad- 
1-© viſing him ro ſubmit to the Church, and to 
1-F acknowledge his Fault. To which this 
74; truly Chriſtian Lord anſwer'd, Moft wor- 
ie thy Prince, I am always ready and willing to 
19 obey you, whom I know to be the Miniſter of 
uY GOD, bearing the Sword lor the puniſhing of 
evil Doers, and for the Praiſe of thoſe that do 
3-Y well. Unto you, next to my Eternal GOD, 
1-9 ] owe all Obedience, in whatſoever you ſhall in 
aSYY the Lord command me. But as for the Pope 
KY and his pretended Spirituallity, I owe them 
neither Sute nor Service, who is known, 
- by his ſure Character and Definition in 
| D 4 Holy 
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Holy Scripture, to be the great Anti- 
Chriſt, the Son of Perdition, ard the 
Abomination ſtanding in the Holy Place; 
When the King heard this ſtout and reio- 
lute Anſwer, he left him to the Biſhops, 
(not daring to do otherwiſe) the Princes 
of that Age being miſerably ”: ieſt-ridden 
by the Pope and his Clergy. Thea the 
Archbiſhop perſwaded him to recant what 
he had written, elſe he muſt condemn him 
as a Heretick. The Archbiſhop came to 
him again, and told him he was ready to 
abſolve him, if he deſir'd. No, anſwer d 
Lord Cobham, nor ever wil), for I never 
treſpaſſed againſt you. Then kneeling 
down and lifting his Hands and Eyes to 
Heaven, he ſaid, like a Pious and Orthodox 


Chriſtian; I humbly confeſs my Sins to thee, 


O Eternal and Everlaſting God, in my frail 
Youth I] greatly offended ther, O Lord, by ny 
Pride, Covetouſneſs, Wrath and Uncleanneſs. 
Many Men have I hurt in wy Anger, and 
have committed many other herrible Sins, for 
which (Good Lord) 1 aik thee Forgiveneſs. 
And then weeping, ſtood up and ſaid, 
Lo, good People, for breaking God's Laws and 
his holy Commandments, the wicked Prelates 
never curs'd me, but for their own unrighteous 
Laws and imaginary Traditions, they handle 
me woſt cruelly, therefore ſhall they, their 


Laws 


. , cole 
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Laws and Idolatrous, Mill. worſhip according 
to God's Promiſe in his due time be deſtroy d. 
Then they proceeded to read the Sentence 
of Condemnation agaiaſt him, to whom 
the Lord Cobham chearfully ſaid, Tho" you 


judge ny Body, which is but a wretched thing, 


Jam ſure you can do no more Hurt to 


n Soul, than Satan could to Job: For he 


that created it, I doubt not of his Infinite 
Mercy, will ſave it; and as to my Confeſſion 
of Faith grounded on the Holy Scripture, and 
the antient Creed, I ſhall ſtand to it to the 


Death, by the Grace of my Eternal God. 


Then turning to the People, he ſpake 
aloud, Good People, for God's Sake beware of 
theſe Men, or elſe by their ſuperſtitions Worſhip 
they will beguile you, and lead you with their 
damnable Dodctrines blind-fald to Hell with 
themſelves; And falling upon his Knees, 
he pray'd thus for his Enemies, Lord God 


Eternal, I beſeech thee of thy Infinite Mercy 
to forgive my Perſecutors, if it be thy Bleſſed. 
Wil. Then he was convey d to the Tower, 
from whence he efcap'd into Wales, (as ſup- 
pos'd by the King's Connivance, tho” a2 
great Sum was offer'd by the Biſhops to 


take him) and lay conceal'd among his Te- 


nants and Friends, at or about Old- Caſtie 


in Monmouthſhire, above 4 Years, till at 


laſt the Lord Pow/s, being a covetous and. 
bigotted 
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bigotted Papiſt, for a conſiderable Sum of 
Money play'd, the Judas, apprehended 
him, and ſent him to London, where the 
King being then abſent, he was ſoon car- 
ry'd and executed in St. Giles - Fields; ſuch 
was the End of this Holy and Godly Martyr 
of Chriſt. The Papiſts charg'd him with 
Treaſon, but it hath ever been the Practice 
of the Devil's Inſtruments to accuſe God's 
Servants, rather for Sedition than Reli- 

jon, becauſe Princes have been more care- 
ful of their Honour than Gods ; thus they 
dealt with our Saviour and St. Paul, who were 
accus'd for ſtirring up Tumults. But the 
Death of this Chriſtian Hero did not go 
unpuniſh'd; for the Archbiſhop, who 
condemn'd him, was ſtruck with a Diſeaſe 
in his Tongue, that he could not ſwallow 
nor ſpeak one Word, and fo was ſtary'd 
to Death. Clerks Martyrology, 

Not above 3 Miles from Old. caſtle in 
this Country, lies Alterennis the ancient 
Seat of the h or Cecills, from whence 
deſcend the Famous Sir Robert Cecill, who 
was a Great Man, and a Favourite and 
Chief Miniſter to Queen Elizabeth and King 
James, who arrivd to great Wealth and 
Poſſe ſſions, and laid the Foundation of two 
noble Families, which ſtil] remain among 
us. His Politick Deſigns, Actions and 
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Character are ſo conſpicuous in our Britiſh 
Hiſtories, I ſhall not mention them here. 


I ſhall conclude the great and famous . 


Men born or bred in this Country of Gen- 
land, with his Grace the preſent Duke of 
Beaufort, in whoſe Birth there is ſomething 
remarkable; for his Mother the Mar- 
chioneſs of Worceſter was order'd by his 
Grandfather Henry late Duke of Beaufort 
to lie in of him her firſt Child, in a Houſe 
lately built within the Caſtle of Monmouth 
near that Spot of Ground and Space of Air, 
where our great Hero King Henry V. was 
born, occaſion'd many Speculations, ſome 
one way, ſome another ; if I may give 


my judgment, it may be hop'd, his Grace 
the preſent Duke having ſuck'd the ſame 


Air at his Birth, as that illuſtrious Hero 
did, will follow his Example, by rather 


ſupporting and maintaining the Rights and 


Liberties of his Country, than keeping 
from them ſome thouſands of Acres of 


Common, his Grandfathers with an high 


Hand, and with an arbitrary and illegal 
Manner, took from them, (as may more 
appear in the Appendix and Caſe of 


Vent wood hereunto annex'd, to the utter 
Ruin of ſome, and to the great Damage 
of the Lords of thoſe Mannors, that lie 

| Within 


. 
EET V2 > add 254 


42324. —— - - 


* —9 ® 4,48. is 
—_— 8, 
8 « F 


84 MEMOIRS 
within the Purlues of the Chaſe of Went- 
wood, Freeholders and Tenants, as well as 
his own, by Reaſon of their often Confine- 
ments, being harraſs'd by ſevere Proſecu- 
tions, for ſtanding by their Rights and 
Priviledges. But now ſince it hath pleas d 
God to bleſs his Grandſon with a more 
plentiful Eſtate, and a more ample Fortune 
than any of his late Anceſtors, whereby 
he bath the faireſt Opportunity of exert- 
ing his Juſtice, an ampler Theatre to 
diſplay his early and blooming Gallantry, 
and his Generoſity, and by extolling his 
Fame to Poſterity, by commiſerating the 
Sufferer's Caſe, and reſtoring them their 
own, which was left to them inviolable by 
their Roman and Britiſh Anceſtors. This 
would make him a true Patriot of his Coun- 
try, and procure his Name an Immortal 
Reputation, and a Follower of his Heroick 
and Generous Predeceſſors. The Royal 
Plantagenets, of the Lancaſtrian Line, as 
John of Gaunt, King Henry IV. and King 
Henry V. who all inhabited ſome Time in 
Monmouth. Caſtle, being poſſeſs'd of moſt 
Part of the Country, and were ſo tender 
of their Tenants, ard their Priviledges, 
as never to make uſe of their Power to en- 
croach upon them. As likewiſe the truly 


Noble Earls of Pembrooſe, or their Aſſigns 
and 


eee S tw FY mo 7 UT 7X "7 eee ww = 


of Monmouth. Shire. 85 


and Succeſſors, who being poſſeſs'd, of the 
Chaſe of Miſewood in Upper-G went, never 
interrupted their Tenants of their Common 
of Wood or Herbage. May theſe great 
and noble Precedents beſo prevailing with 
his Grace, as to influence him (without 
Compulſion of Law) to a voluntary and 
juſt Reſtitution of what his Grandfather 
wreſted from the Tenants of Wentwood ; 
nothing wouldmore advance hisGrace's Ho- 
nour and Fame to Poſterity, then ſo juſt 
and equitable a Surrender, and may be a 
Means to draw GOD Almighty's Bleſſing 
on his Grace and Family. 
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APPENDIX. 


of the Caſe of Wentwood, with the ſevere, illegal and 
barbarous Uſage of the Tenants in ibe late Reigns for 
defending their Rights ; With a ſhort Digreſſion of 
the Cauſe and Source of the Calamities of thoſe 
Times, and the fatal Conſequences and Effects 
thereof. 


The PROEM. 
TQ. E Forreſt or Chaſe of Vent wood formerly 


was conſiderable for its Extent, Juriſ- 

; dition, Members and Dependencies, as 

if was ſupream over all the Chaſe and Woods ad- 
jacent, and for its lofty and proud Oaks, and 
ſtately and large Beach, which the Soil doth na- 
tutrally and luxurian'ly produce, intermix'd with 
the venerable Holly, (which was criminal for any to 
cut down) the ſeveral Eminencies,” Brows, and 
Ranges thronghout the Extent thereof, make a 
commanding and agreeable Landſkip, which the 
bright and fair Severne ſeems to behold with Ad- 
miration, and the fatigued Sailor with Joy to ſee ſo 
defirable a Land Mark, And therefore for its Pre- 
eminence, all that Territory of Antient Britain, 
now call'd Monmouthſhire, receiv'd its Denomina- 
tion, over which the Saxons had no other Advan. 
tage than to give it the Name of Gwentland. It is 
a very obſcure Matter to trace the Original _ 
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and Property of this Chaſe ; for that if former Ages 
had any Records or written Evidences to ſhew who 
were the firſt Poſſeſſors of it, yet Time and ſeveral 
Revolutions of War have utterly effaced the Me- 
moirs of the firft Proprietors. The moft probable 
ConjeQure we can make, is, That this Chaſe, with 
the Purlues and Members thereof, being of a very 
large Extent and Preambulation, and contains 
with that Part, which was formerly enclos'd by 
Henry Earl of Worceſter the Grandfather, and the 
late Duke of Beauford his Grandſon, about 7600 
Acres. We cannot find, or was it probable, that 
this Chaſe belong'd to any Subject or private Perſon, 
but rather was or might be a Portion of the De- 
meſnes, and Poſſeſſions of the ſeveral ſucceſſive Kings 
or Princes of Gwent who had the Glory 
this Tercitory from the Attempts of Foreign Ene- 
mies and Invaders, that they were never ſubdued 
by any Nation, but by thoſe brave and generous 
Conquerors the Romans, by the Coming in and Ac- 
ceſſion of whom the Gwenronzans receiv'd very ad- 
vantagious Improvements. And if they ſuffer'd any 


Alteration in their Government, they were only 


ſuch as aboliſh'd their rude and barbarous Cuſtoms, 
reform'd their Laws, introduc'd amongſt them 
Learning and Sciences, and refin'd their Politicks. 
Our Britiſh and Roman Anceftors had ſo great a 
Regard for the Security of this Chaſe, that from 
time to time the ſeveral antient Kings and Princes 
of Gwent built divers Forts and Fortrefſes ( where- 
of the Ruins are yet extant) on the Skirts and 
Borders thereof, to defend and guard the ſame, 
not only from Foreign Invaders, but alſo 
from the Attempts of ſuch Nations, whoſe Ava- 
rice might prompt them to deftroy the ſame for 
their private Lucre, which Providence and Nature 
had ſo advyantagioully provided for the common 

Good 
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Good and Benefit ot the Inhabitants of Upper-Gwent, 
as alſo for the Beauty and Ornament of that Coun- 
try; from hence the Lords of ſeveral Mannors, and 
the free Tenants, had not only their chief Accom- 
modatious of Fuel, Timber, Scone and Slate for 
their Habitations, to ſhelter them from the Injuries 
of the Weather; But they had a further Conſide- 
ration and Proſped᷑ to preſerve the Wood and Tim- 
ber in this Chaſe, for the publick Good (ſome Part 
of this Chaſe being within a Mile of two navigable 
Rivers) which would have been a noble and ſpacious 
Nurſery of Timber, for the conftant Supply 
of Shipping and Navigation, which the Natives 
in every Age did more and more incline the mſelves 


to; As 'tis a Maritime Country furniſh'd with ſeve- 


ral noble Rivers, Harbours and Cricks, there- 
fore they had more than common Inducements and 
Advantages to build Veſſels for Merchandize and 
Traffick, as alſo to rig out Cruiſers to prote& the 
Severne from the Inſults of Pyrates and Robbers, 
as alſo the Country from Deſcents and Foreign In- 
vaſions. 

Having ſhew'd that this Province of Gwent was 
never conquer'd by any other Nation beſides the 
Romans, but preſerv'd it ſelf eptire and indepen- 
dent of any other foreign or adjacent Power; yet it 
ſo happen'd, that, in the Revolution and Courſe of 
Time, after the Normans had prevail'd ſo far over 
the greateſt Part of Britain, twas at laſt ſubdued 


and reduc'd in King Henry 11's Time, or rather was 


brought by a Capitulation to yield and ſubmit to his 


Government, But then it was on ſuch a Stipula- 


tion, That they ſhould continue in full Poſſeſſion 
and Enjoyment of their antient Cuſtoms, Rights 
and Priviledges, without any Innovation or 
Change. 
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From this Time this Territory of Gwentland 


came to be ſubject to the Crown of England, and 


fo conſequently all Royalties and Prerogatives 
therein to be veſted in that K ing and his Succeſſors 
ever ſince; as this Chaſe of Wenrwood was originally 
in the antient Princes and Governors of Gwent 
whatever Name it had before, is now loft and oblite- 
rated; as we have no Record or Monuments of the 
firſt Settlement in this Country to make that ovr, 
Upon this Account it will be an inſuperable Diffi- 


culty to trace the firt Original Denomination of 


this Country, and therefore I ſhall no further look 
back than the Time of King Henry III. from whence 
we derive the firſt clear Marks and Impreſſions, to 
give us any Notion or Idea of this Chaſe, It is from 
that time we begin our Preſcription 3 and as the 
Charta Forreſtæ u as granted in the Time of Kin 

Henry III. therefore it is but reaſonable to 77 
this Preſcription then, when we have the firſt Foot - 
ſteps or Traces of Rights in Forrefts or Chaſes, 
granted to the Subject from the Crown of England, 


wherein the ſame was originally and firſt veſted ; 


For, as all Forrefts and Chaſes were open and large 
Tracts of Common ard Waode, ard all wafte 
Grounds, that were without Incloſure or Fence ; 
ſo the Ownerſhip and Propriety in them was in no 
particular Perſon or Subject, but remain'd always 
as the Heritages of the Crown, and conſequently 
all Creatures call'd Fere Nature, bred and born 
within Forrefts and Chaſes, as all Kind of Deer, 
and four-footed Beafts and Birds, as Eagles, Hawks, 
and their airy Swans, Heron, and other wild Fowl 
bred therein, were the antient Prerogative of the 


Crown, and fo for all Kind of Fiſh bred in either 


Rivers, Rivulets, or Ponds within the PrecinAs of 
Forrefts or Chaſes. And the Charta Forreſte was 


made for the Preſervation of all Games, as well as 
5 making 
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making Laws and Ordinances for the better Go- 
vernment thereof, and for the making out what 
was Forreſt- Land, and whatnot. Therefore Cherta 
Forreſtæ appoints, there ſhall be Juftices in Eyre, 
Rangers, and other Officers of Forcefts and Chaſes, 
and that there ſhall be an Enquiry and View for 
Lawing of Dogs, by the Oaths of honeſt Men; and 
he whoſe Dog is not Law'd ſhall be amerced 3s. 84, 
Oc. The faid Statute of Charta Forrefte doth ordain 
Swainmote Courts to be kept thrice in the Year, 
and that Gueſt-takers, Foreſters and Verderors 
ſhall there appear to do their Service, and that 
every 40 Days within the Year our Foreſters and 
Verderors ſhall meet to ſee the Attachments of the 
Foreft, as well as for green Hew, as for the Hunting 
of our Deer, Cc. 

The meft material and principal TranſaQions 
and Proceedings relating to the Foreft and Chaſe 
of Wentwood, are in the Caſe hereafter ſet forth, 
as well relating to Zenry Earl of Worceſter, in the 
Reign of King Charles I. as of his Grace Henry 
late Duke of Beaufort in King Charles Il's Time, 
and their ſevere Uſage of many of the Lords and 
Tenants, that aſſerted their Rights and P:ivileges, 
and oppos'd their Arbitrary and Ihegal Proceed- 
ings to encloſe the ſaid Chaſe, tho' in vain being 
not able to obtain Right or Juſtice againſt ſo great 
and exorbitant Court- Favourites, as the Earl and 
Duke were. And fince the ſuddain Death of thoſe 
worthy and active Gentlemen and Tenants of Went- 
wood, Sir Edward Morgan, Thomas Lewis, and 
William Kemys, Eſquires, (their Heirs being left 
Minors) occafion'd the Diſcontinuance of Matters 
at that time, but eſpecially on the Loſs of that 
Renown'd and Noble Patriot of his Country William 
Morgan Eſq; who following and adhering to the 
commendadle Principles of his brave Britiſh and 


Roman 


92 The APPENDIX. 


Roman Progenitors, who ſtrenuouſly oppos'd the 
Inſults and Oppreſſions, and the enſlaving Deſigns 
of the Houſe of Raglaxd, ſo did he, as long as he 
liv'd, endeavour to reſcue the injur'd and abus'd 
Gwentonians from the Violence and Oppreſſion of 
that Family. On the Deceaſe of this great Man, 
they loſt the chief Support of their Liberties, and 
Pillar of their Cauſe, whoſe Memory dcſerves to be 
commemorated to Poſterity, which yet they hope 
will be rais'd up and reviv'd by that worthy and 
hopeful Gentleman, his only ſurviving Son. That 
as he is the Heir, and poſſeſs'd with a larger Eſtate 
than any of his Anceſtors, (which God Almighty 
hath bleſs'd him withall as a Reward of his Father's, 
Goodneſs and publick Spirit) he may iaherit his 
Vertues, and not only ſucceed but exceed in thoſe 
generous Principles for the Protection and P. eſer- 
vation of the Liberties of his Country. It would 
be a great Degeneracy from the noble Spirit of 
their Progenitors, that their Off- ſpring ſhould ſo 
tamely ſubmit to the Yoke of Bondage, and muſt 


appear ftrange and unaccountable to Poſterity, 


that it ſhould be in the Power of a Subject (cho' a 
Peer) to commit greater Spoil and Devaſtations on 
the Liberties of the Subjects in this Country, than 
our noble Anceſtors ſuffer'd and dreaded from the 
ſeveral Attempcs of the Saxons, Danes, and pre- 
vailing Power of the Normans, Having premiſcd 
this Preliminary Account in general, concerning 
the Nature of our Rights in the Foreſt and Chaſe 
of Vent wood. I come now to ſtate the particular 
Caſe relating thereunto, and how the Invaders 
were encourag d by the Iniquity of thoſe Times, 
which ſtand thus. 


The 
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The CASE, 


HAT the Lords of about twenty Mannors, 

| (three whereof are held under the Crown} 
divers of their Tenants and ſome particular Perſons 
within the County of Monmouth, have and had ever 
ſince the Reign of King Zenry III. Right of Com- 
mon, of Wood - Boote, Hay-Boote, Pannage and 
Herbage, cutting down and carrying away of all 
Sorts of Wood without Stine or Limitation, within 
the Foreſt and Chaſe of Ventwood, and of digging, 
breaking up and opening the Soil for any Quarries, 
Mines or Minerals, and carrying away the ſame for 
their own Uſe to be ſpent on the Premiſes that are 
free. But by Cuſtom immemorially us'd, no Per- 
ſon intereſted in the ſaid Chaſe might expoſe to 
Sale any of the ſaid Wood, Quarry, Mine or Mine- 
rals. In caſe any ſo do, he for ever forfeits his 


Freedom in the (aid Chaſe and Soil. And it hath 


been likewiſe the conſtant Cuſtom, that ifany Lord 
or Tenant do cut any more Wood, than he or they 


can carry away, and leaves it unguarded for the 


Space of a Day, it may be lawful for any other 
Tenant to carry away the ſame. Henry Earl of 
VVorceſter of Ragland Caſtle within the ſaid County, 
by ſome antient Grant or pretended Grant from 
the Crown of England, had a Range of Red Deer 
there, and claim'd a Royalty of Hunting, Hawking, 
and Fiſhing in the ſaid Chaſe, and was Lord of Four 
of the ſaid Mannors, including the Abby of Tintern, 
the Priories and Granges thereunto belonging. But 
neither his Lordſhip or his Tenants had any more 
Priviledge of cutting and carrying off the Wood 
out of the ſaid Chaſe, than the other Lords and 
Tenants that were antiently free, The ſaid Earl 
about the Year of our Lord 1630, in the Reign of 
King 
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King Charles I. complying and ſiding with the ille- 
gal Impoſitions and Taxes then on Foot, and laid 
on the Subject under the ſpecious Names of Loans, 
Benevolences and Ship- Money, did advance a con- 
fiderable Sum of Money to that Prince. On which 
it was ſaid, he had a Grant to en: loſe the third 
Part of the ſaid Chaſe of V/entwood, being a great 
Tract of Lands and Wood call'd Chepſtow Park, 
Coed Lluvas, Kevan Garrow, and the edo, eſtimated 
to contain about 3000 Acres, which was oppos'd 
by ſeveral of the Lords and Tenants then, as Sic 
Nicholas K emys of Lanvaire, Sir Edward Morgan of 
Pencoyd, M. Blethin, Mr. Prichard, Mr. Rogers, 
this Complainants Father, and Mr. VFrotb Rector of 
Lanuaches, and Chaplain to the Lady Beauchamp, 
for whom he appear'd, being Lady of three of che 
free Mannors. But the ſaid Earl being ſo great a 
Courc-Favourite, and bearing ſo greata Sway in 
the Country, Might overcame Right, and the Te- 
nants Oppolition was in vain, aud could neither 
obtain a Prohibition at Common Law, nor an In- 
junction in Chancery. But on the contrary, ſeve- 


ral of the Tenants of VVentwood, who had been 


aQive to defend their Rights, were particularly 
taken Notice of; as Mr. //roth, Mr. Blethin, and 
this Complainants Father, who were (ſuppos'd by 
the Earls Procurement) grievouſly us'd and har- 
raſsd by Informers, Apparators, with Citations 
and Proceſſes from the Biſhops-Court in the Coun- 
try, as well as from thoſe illegal and deſtructive 
Courts of the higa Commiſſion and Star- Chamber, 
that exceeded the Spaniſh Inquitition in Cruelty 
the one ftinging like an Adder, the other biting 
like a Serpent, which the Pious Mr. VVroth, with a 
great many more of the devout and conſcientious 
Divines of the true Church of England, ſ:verely 
felt, for not complying with the new reviv'd Canon- 

/- Articles, 
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Articles, and were ſuſpended from their Livings 
for not reading them, and the curſed Book ot Sports 
on the Locd's-Day, ſo much tending to the Diſ- 
honour of God, and the Corruption of Manners, 
by the Order of Arch- biſhop Laud, who had no 
other Way to enſnare thoſe good Men, but in the 
Way of their God and his Worſhip. About this 
time the Complainants Father had a ſurpriziag 
Proceſs of Contempt, as was pretended, from one 
of the ſaid Courts to apprehend his Perfov, and 
ſeize his Eftate, which oblig'd him to deſert his 
Habitat ion, but his Houſe and Land was ſciz'd upon 


with a Crop of Corn upon the Ground, by Andrew 


Probert the Earls Bailiff, and other Mercileſ Rag: 
Janders, who did in an inbuman and barbarous Man- 
ner turn out of Doors this Complainants Mother 
and two ſmall Children, he being one of them, not 
permitting her to carry a Bcd or any of her Goods 
out of her Houſe, who went to her Mother in Gla- 
morganſbire, and not long after thoſe Troubles and 
Calamities, hex Griet and Sorrow put a Period to 
her Life, 

I hope, it may not be an improper Digreſſion to 
give a ſhort Account of the Cauſe and Source (next 
unto God's Permiſſion for our Sins) of the Epide- 
mical and Univerſal Perſecutions and Calamities, 
that many good People of this Nation underwent 
in thoſe dilmal Times, which in a great Meaſure 
did atiſe, from the fit ſt unhappy Step King Charles 
made in his Match with the Daughter of France, 
without the Advice and Conſent of Parliament, by 
al owing Her and her Priefts ſuch large Conceſſions 
for the Exercife of the Popilh R-ligion'as made them 
inſolent, to the gr-at Gri-f and Diſſat isfact ion of 
all bis Prote tant Su gets. On which the good 
Archbiſhop Abbot, Biſhop Vyilliams, and Biſhop 
Hall, addreſs'd thc mſcives to the King, and warmly 
told him, how much Encouragement this gave to 


the 
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the Growth of Popery, as well as the Duke of 
Buckingham's vitious and ſcandalous Life, and his 
Chaplain Laud advancing the wicked Book of Sports, 
did to Prophaneneſs and Immorallity, They ex- 
preſſed their ſorrowful Reſentment, that his Majz- 
had receiv'd the Duke into ſo admir'd an Inti- 
macy, that his chief Affairs in Church and State 
were manag 'd by his Chaplain Zaud's Council and 
Conduct, That he was influenc'd by his Mother and 
Father in- Law that were Papiſts, and that he ſuf- 
fer'd his Dutcheſs the Earl of Rutland's Daughter 
(the greateſt Fortune in England) to be perverted 
to the Roman Religion by his Mother and the Feſurrs; 
ſo that between the Mother and the Wife, he ſeems 
rather to incline to Popery than the true Religion. 
Theſe Pious Biſhops, for ſpeaking their Minds freely 
to the King, incurr'd His and the Duke's Diſplea- 
ſure, and were put out of Fayour, tho' not in Diſ- 
grace, which gave Occaſion to Dr. Laud, a Higb- 
Flying ambitious Courtier, to be advanc'd, and 
being made Biſhop of St. David's, was at the 
Coronatien of the King put to perform the Office 
of Biſhop VVil/iams Dean of Weſtminſter. That good i 
Biſhop was not long after proſecuted and fin'd ten 
thouſand Pounds in the Star- Chamber, and ſent 
Priſoner to the Tower, on Pretence of ſpeaking a- 
gainft the Loan, Cc. and the illegal Proceedings 
of that Court. The Good Archbiſhop Abbot was 
ſuſpended, for not licenſing two pernicious Books 
of Dr. Sibthorps and Dr. Manwaring, which Laud 
did; the Firft afferting in his Book, that the King 
had Power to make obligatory Laws without a Par- he E. 
liamenr, and if the Subject could not give Active, 
he ought to give Paſſive Obedience, tho' the Mat- 
ter were againſt the Laws of God and Nature. 
The Other affirm'd in the Pulpit, that the King's 
Royal Command in impoſing Loans and other Taxes 
without 
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without Conſent in Parliament, did oblige the 
Subject to pay upon Pain of Eternal Damnation. 
Theſe 'Sermons were greatly applauded by the 
Court-Flaterers, and the Favourers of Arbitrary 
Government, tho' Dr. Montague a Court-Chaplain 
was not long before cenſured by the Parliament, 
for preaching that pernicious and Jeſuitical Do- 
ctrine, and printing two ſeditious Books, wherein 
were ſeveral Paſſages for the Encouragement of 
Popery, and perverting his Majeſty's Subjects from 
the true Religion into Error and Superſtition, and 
to raiſe Jealouſies amongſt them. Here commen- 
ced the High-Cburch Laudean Faction, which put 
the Nation into ſuch a Ferment, and prov'd ſo fatal 
to King and Kingdom. The ſaid Pious Biſhops, 
and many other true moderate Churchmen, who 
ſtood firmly to the Reformation- Principles, were 
then great Sufferers, and by Way of Reproach 
call d Puritans; and that really diftinguiſh'd them- 
ſelyes to be ſo, by the Purity of their Lives and Con» 
rerſations, and were conformable to the Doctrine 
of the Church of England, but diſſented only in 


Home trifliog Ceremonies z which the uncharitable 


and implacable Fadt ion would enforce and compel 
heir Proteftant Brethren to obſerve much more 
han the ſubſtantial Part of Religion, by ſuch 
orrid and unheard of Cruelties and Oppreſſions of 
he High Commiſhon-Court and Star-Chamber z 
s cruel Whippings, Slitting of Noſes, Cutting off 
ars, Racks and Pillories, with cloſe Confinements 
t Pleaſure, and other Inſults and Depredations on 
he Eſtates, Liberties and Lives of the SubjeQ, 
rhich ſeveral Gentlemen of Quality of the true 
burch of England ſuffer d for preaching and 
Iriting againſt the tyrannical and barbarous Uſage 
f che ſaid Courts, and the Approach of Pope ry; as 
articularly Dr. Leighton, 0 Baſtwick, Mr. Prin, 

| any 
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the Growth of Popery, as well as the Duke of 
Buckingham's vitious and ſcandalous Life, and his 
Chaplain Laud advancing the wicked Book of Sports, 
did to Prophaneneſs and Immorallity, They ex- 
preſſed their ſorrowful Reſentment, that his Majz- 
ſty had receiv'd the Duke into ſo admir'd an Inti- 
macy, that his chief Affairs in Church and State 
were manag'd by his Chaplain Zaud's Council and 
Conduct, That he was influenc'd by his Mother and 
Father in- Law that were Papiſts, and that he ſuf- 
fer'd his Dutcheſs the Earl of Rutland's Daughter 
(the greateſt Fortune in England) to be perverted 
to the Roman Religion by his Mother and the eſuits; 
ſo that between the Mother and the Wife, he ſeems 
rather to incline to Popery than the true Religion. 
Theſe Pious Biſhops, for ſpeaking their Minds freely 
to the King, incurr'd His and the Duke's Diſplea- 
ſure, and were put out of Favour, tho' not in Diſ- 
grace, which gave Occaſion to Dr. Laud, a Zigh- 
Flying ambitious Courtier, to be advanc'd, and 
being made Biſhop of St. David's, was at the 
Coronation of the King put to perform the Office 
of Biſhop VVilliams Dean of Weſtminſter. That good 
Biſhop was not long after proſecuted and fin'd ten 
thouland Pounds in the Star- Chamber, and ſent 
Priſoner to the Tower, on Pretence of ſpeaking a- 
gainft the Loan, Cc. and the illegal Proceedings 
of that Court. The Good Archbiſhop Abbot was 
ſuſpended, for not licenſing two pernicious Books 
of Dr. Sibthorps and Dr. Manwaring, which Laud þ 
did; the Firft aſſerting in his Book, that the King 
had Power to make obligatory Laws without a Par- he E 
liament, and if the Subject could not give Active, 
he ought to give Paſſive Obedience, tho' the Mat- 
ter were againſt the Laws of God and Nature. 
The Other affirm'd in the Pulpit, that the King's 
Royal Command in impoſing Loans and other Taxes 
without 
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f IF without Conſent in Parliament, did oblige the 
s subject to pay upon Pain of Eternal Damnation. 
;, | Theſe Sermons were greatly applauded by the 
- BE Court-Flaterers, and the Favourers of Arbitrary 
Government, tho' Dr. Montague a Court-Chaplain 
- A was not long before cenſured by the Parliament, 
e for preaching that pernicious and Jeſuitical Do- 
d Krine, and printing two ſeditious Books, wherein 
d were ſeveral Paſſages for the Encouragement of 
f- ZPopery, and perverting his Majeſty's Subjects from 
r the true Religion into Error and Superſtition, and 
-d to raiſe Jealouſies amongſt them. Here commen- 
5; ſced the High. Church Laudean Faction, which put 
ns the Nation into ſuch a Ferment, and prov'd ſo fatal 
n. to King and Kingdom. The ſaid Pious Biſhops, 
ly and many other true moderate Churchmen, who 
a- ſtood firmly to the Reformation-Principles, were 
iſ- then great Sufferers, and by Way of Reproach 
b- Rcall'd Puritans 3 and that really diftinguiſh'd them- 
nd ſſelves to be ſo, by the Purity of their Lives and Con- 
he Frerſations, and were conformable to the Doctrine 
ce ſof the Church of England, but diſſented only in 
od ome trifling Ceremonies z which the uncharitable 
en Kind implacable Faction would enforce and compel 
nt heir Proteftant Brethren to obſerve much more 
a- han the ſubſtantial Part of Religion, by ſuch 
183 porrid and unheard of Cruelties and Oppreſſions of 
the High Commiſſion- Court and Star-Chamber z 
+ cruel Whippings, Slitting of Noſes, Cutting off 
ars, Racks and Pillories, with cloſe Confinements 
t Pleaſure, and other Inſults and Depredations on 
he Eſtates, Liberties and Lives of the Subject, 
ve, rhich ſeveral Gentlemen of Quality of the true 
at- Mhurch of England ſuffer'd for preaching and 
re. priting againſt the tyrannical and barbarous Uſage 
gs Bf the ſaid Courts, and the Approach of Pope ry; as 
ces Marticularly Dr, Leigbton, _ Baſtwick, Mr. Prin, 
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and Mr. Burton, who were not only ſtigmatiz'd 
with the Loſs of their Ears, but unreafonably fin'd 
50001, a-peice, and impriſon'd in ſome remote 
Places of the Kingdom, beſides Thouſands that 
were ruin'd and undone by thoſe and the Eccleſi- 
aftick Courts in the Country, and Thouſands more 
were forc'd to go beyond Sea to enjoy theirLiberty. 
Theſe Miſeries might have been ſooner forgotten, 
'had not the Souls of our pious Anceſtors been 
lorded over and led Captive into Superſtition and | 
Idolatry, triumph'd over by Oaths ex Officio, Ex- | 
communications, Popiſh Ceremonies, new Canons 
and Articles, that not only their Religious and 4 
'Sacred, but their Civil Rights went to Rack, For p 
theſe High-Flying Adviſers that had ſuch an In- Fe 


fluence and Aſcendant over the King, as former!) f. 
to diſſolve three Parliaments, when the Duke of t 
'Burkingham and other great Criminals of State pe 
_ were queſtion'd by the Parliament for Male - Admi o. 


ſtration, and other high Miſdeameanors, wer ,, 
Skreen'd from Juſtice, and went off with Impunit fo 
by the ſudden and ſurprizing Diffolution of thelqyD p, 
Parliaments, ſo that neither the Grievances of theſe an 
People were redreſs'd, or the King's Occaſion Gs 
ſupply'd, which the Earl of Clarendon in his Hiftory lar 
of the Was of England doth juſtly obſerve, and me 
ſay, That the Precipitant Diſſolution of ſo many ly « 
% Parliaments, which that unfortunate Prince wa Ky 
< advis'd to by the Duke of Buckingham, the Lordi h 
„ Treaſurer Wefton, Biſhop Laud, ard his Bene ſors 
* placiro Judges, was the Occation of the fatq hi; 
'* Troubles that afterward follow'd. . The Lor Ca 
Clarenion, refl-Qing on the King's Condué Qu: 
with Relation to thoſe Men, ſaith, © Thar h by 
% Majeſty ought to have ſuffer'd the Accuſatio Paps 
« 2gamft them to have gone on; for to make uff the 


of his Sovereign Power to prevent it, he my the! 
cc [ 
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© the Courſe of ſuſtice, and when a Prince doth ſo, 
« he makes himſelf a Partner of the Crime, and 
© Jeaves no Ground to doubt, but that the Per- 
* ſons accus'd were guilty of all that was Charg'd 
© upon them.” So that the Faction defeated ail 
that was propos'd for an Accommodation between 
the King and his Parliament at the Treaty wi:h 
the Scots at Newcaſtle, Uxbridge, and elſewhere, 
and at laſt were the fatal Cauſers of his being 
brought to the Block; not but that the Animoſities 
between the two Nations and Parties were fomen- 
ted and carry'd on by Cardinal Richlieu, and his 
Jeſuits in both Armies, to augment the Flame and 
Conflagration which rag'd ſo many Years, and end- 


ed in ſo diſmal a Cataſtrophe. In the Interval be- 


fore the long Parliament, the People thought 
themſelves worſe than Slaves, having little Hopes 
of Liberty; for the Name of Parliament was ſo 
odious at Court, that for the Space of twelveYears 
there was not ſo much as one ſummon'd, and Men 
forbidden, (by Proclamation to ſpeak for another 
Parliament). This was the Time, when the King 
was advis'd by his evil Counſellors, to raiſe Money 
on the Subject by Loans, Patents, Monopolies, en- 
larging and incloſing of Foreſts, Chaſes and Com- 
mons, and other Arbitrary Ways, as well as great- 
ly oppreſs'd and harraſs d by Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures 
and Impoſitions of new Articles and Ceremonies, 
which Archbiſhop Laud did ſtrictly enjoyn the Ob- 
ſervance of, who now was arriv'd to the Zenith of 
his Glory and Power, and was offer'd a Cardinal's 
Cap by Con and Paſani, the Pope's Nuncio's to the 
Queen; for the Services he had done his Holineſs, 
by looking upon himſelf in a higher Station, as 
Papa alterius Orbis, the Pope of the other World, as 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury hath been call'd, and 
the Founder of a new High- Flying Church, calcu- 
E 2 lated 
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_ -lated to the Meridian of his domineering and in- 
ſulting Faction. Having alter'd the Liturgy of the 
Proteſtant Reformation intended to erect an Exg- 
-lifh Popery with Nove]! Rites and Ceremonies; the 
-firſt Scene was attempted to be laid in Scotland, 
*where this newLiturgy and Canons were aPrologue 
to the Tragical Epilogue of his own Downfal and 
Ruin. ; 
In this unſettled- and diſtracted Condition the 
Nation continued, till the King's emergent: Oc- 
caſions oblig'd:him to call that famous long Parlia- 
ment, who capitnlated with the King, ſince he had 
« diffolv'd ſo many Parliaments, and one immediately 
before this, that they might ſit undifturb'd to do 
Buſineſs, and redreſs the Grievances of the Suhjects. 
The Neceſſity of the King's Affairs requiring their 
Advice and Supply, to ftop the formidable Scots 
Army that were like a Torrent entred into the Na- 
tion, did comply, who paſs'd an Act, that they 
ſhould not be diſſolv'd without their own Con- 
ſent; Of this great Parliament and or the State of 
Affairs then, a Noble Peer publiſh'd theſe Paſſages. 
e Never Parliament aſſembled, when the People 
ee were in a higher Diſcontent, ſo general a Diſ- 
es ſatisfaction, that they thought themſelyes ſure of 
Nothing; the Increaſe of Ceremonies (impos'd 
by the High-Chirch Laudean Faction) made 
« them juſtly fear the near Approach of Pope- 
be ry, which was ſo hateful to them. And the illegal 
« Taxes of Benevolences, Loans, and Ship. Money, 
<« without Conſent in Parliament, c. cauſed them 
© to apprehend the Loſs of their Properties in their 
«© Eſtates, and had little Hopes of Redreſs in Par- 
« liaments, becauſe the King had heen ſo unhappy, 
4 that in a ſhort time he had d iſſolv'd ſo many, and 
4 might do ſo by this, had they not thus ſecur'd 


< tacemſelyes,” The Patiiament being thus efta- 
bliſh'd. 


The APPENDIX. 102 


bliſh'd, they fi: ſt of all voted Bene volences, Loans, 
all Monopolies, and Ship-Money, Cc. to be At- 
birrary and Illegal Impoſitions; that the Liberties: 
of the Subjects had been greatly violated and 
mightily oppreſſed by the invaſien of their Reli- 
gious and Civil Rights. They voted all Priſoners 
tor Conſcience Sake to be releaſed, and all Mini-- 
ſters ſuſpended for not reading that prophane 
Book of Sports on the Lord's-Day, to be reſtor'd. 
That Archbiſhop Laud, the Earl of Strafford, and- 
Secretary Windebank, were order'd to be impeach- 
ed, and others proſecuted as State-Criminals, 
which is at large expreſſed in the Hiſtories of thuſe 
Times. Tho' it may ſeem to ſome Foreign to 
this Caſe, I cannot omit a Matter ſo very re- 
markable, which in Concluſion prov'd ſo fatal to 
Kiog and Kingdom, being the Reſult of the King 
going to the Scots Army at Newcaſtle, after the Par- 
liament had reduced moſt of all the Garriſons of- 
England, where the Engliſh Commiſſioners from 
the Parliament in Conjunttion with the Scots, agreed 
on ſi xteen Articles too large to inſert here, to be 
preſented to the King, which he ſeem'd to ap- 
prove of and acquieſce in. The Earl of Lowden,: 
Chancellor of Scotland, his Noble and Loyal Speech 
on that Occafion to the King, deſerves to be re- 
membred, the Subſtance is as followeth 3 “ Your 
© Majefty's Loyal Subj-&3 and, Faithful Friends, 
© the Commiſhoners of Scotland, having conſent- 
tt ed to the Propoſit ions of Peace ſent to us by the 
© Parliament of England. And now, Sir, if your 
% Mijzfty (which GOD forbid) ſhould not fully 
e aſſent to thoſe Terms of Reconciliation, you. 
„ will loſe your beſt Friends ia both Nations, and 
the Parliament may, tis fear'd, depoſe you, as 
they have done other Kings, and (et up another 
Government, and both Kingdoms for their mu- 
E 3 « tual 
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© tual Safety will be conſtrain'd to agree and ſet- 
„ tle Religion without you, which to our great 
“ Griet will ruin your MajeRty and your Poſterity, 
„* Wc. Sir, We have laid our Hands upon our 
Hearts, and have had ſerious Thoughts on the 
Remedy, but can find no other Way to ſave 
© your Majeſty's Crown and Dignity, than by your 
«« afſenting to the Propoſitions, as the only Way to 
% procure a ſpeedy and happy Peace. And now 
*. we proftrate our ſelves at your Feet, and beg, 
that your Majeſty may grant the Suit of your 
% humble Servants and faithful Subjeds, who have 
e no private Aim, but the Glory of God, and the 


* fore our Eyes, The Granting of which will re» 
„ vive our fainting Hearts, and refreſh our droop- 
* ing Spirits, and will turn the Prayers and Tears 
* of moſt your People into Praiſes to God Al- 
* mighty, and make them embrace your Majeſty 
© with the greateſt Acclamation of Joy.” About 
this time a furious High- Church Clergyman broke 
out of the Tower, ſome ſay by Oliver's Connivance, 
and went on purpoſe to Newcaſtle to d iſſwade the 
King from any ſuch Agreement, which He and bis 
Party unhappily effected, by making that Deluded 
(tho* otherwiſe a good and vertuous Prince) to be- 
lieve, that Oliver and the Army would reſtore him 
on more honourable Terms. Theſe Councils had 
fo much Influence on the King, that the Earl cf 
Zowden, and the other Lords Commiſhoners from 
Scotland, beg'd his Majzfy on their Knees at 
Newcaſtle to accept of the Parliaments Propoſal, 
which was all to no Purpoſe, For the Parliament 
of England, or rather the Army with his Approba- 
tion, ſent a Guard of nine hundred Horſe, and 
brought him to Holmby, where General Fairfax, 
Cromwell, and moſt of the Officers of the Arm þ 
Waitc 


„ Safety of your Majeſty's Perſon and Crown be- 
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waited on him, as alſo ſeveral of the High-Church 
Faction had Liberty to do the ſame, who prevail't 
with the King to reject the Propoſals made to his 
Majeſty at Uxbridge, and the Event was ſuch, as 
the good Earl of Lowden prognofticated and 
faithfully told the King, would be the Conſe- 
quence, 

So that *tis obvious and apparent to all impartial- 
and unprejudicd Men, That the High- Church 
Laudean Party, by their pernicious Advice, was the 
Ruin of that Prince, as well as his two Sons King 
Charles and King Fames, fo often to diſſolve Parlia- 
ments, to rule arbitrarily, and to inſiſt on ſuch an 
exalted Prerogative, as was inconſiſtent with the 
Conftitution of the Nation and their own Safety. 
So that trite and thread-bare Topick of the Faction 
is as falſe as tis abſurd ; That the Presbyteriars 
brought the Kiag to the Block, and the /rdependents- 
cut off his Head, whereas thouſands of them loft 
their Lives for the Father and his Son K. Charles II. 
in the firſt War for King and Parliament, as that 
Scots Army commanded by Duke Hamilton, and 
that Party under Sir George Booth, made an Effort 
to reſtore the King, being abetted by the chief Preſ- 
byterians of hoth Nat ions; and when all the De- 
ſignsof the High · Flying Royaliſts prov'd abortive, ma- 
ny of them ſo indulging their Senſualities, that they 
gave themſelves not Leave to think of what was 
ſolid, or for the publick Good; The Presbyterians 
and moderate Churchmey brought about the Re- 
ſtoration, who were after gratified, as Queen 
Mary did the Norfolk Men, and Lewis XIV. did 
the Huguenots. Their Principles ſoon imbibing that 
curſed Maxim of the Feſuits, That na Faith is to 
be beld with Hereticks. 


E 4. Thoſs 
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Thoſe three Unfortunate Princes tound, when 
'twas too late, that the Council of thoſe Self-in- 
tereſted Men were more degning and ſubtle than 
ſubftantial, whereby the Pillars of their Sovereign- 
ty and Security were undetermined, by which they 
tot their Reputation abroad, and Reverence at 
home; ſo that Prince, that will lay the ſolid Fun- 
dation of Greatneſs on Popular Love, mutt give 
his People Eaſe and Juftice, for they meaſure the 
Bond of their Obedience, by the Good they al- 
ways receive. How bright will the Glorious Reigns 
ot King William, and Queen ANNE; appear to 
Poſterity, who retriev'd our almoſt loſt Conſtitu- 
tion and Liberties, whoſe Examples are perfect 
Models and exact Grounds of Diſcipline and Policy 
for their beſt Succeflors to imitate. 

But to return to our Theme of Wentwood ; Af. 
ter the unhappy Breaking out of the Civil Wars 
the Tenants re-afferted their Rights and Freedoms 
ia the ſaid Chaſe, and Members thereof, by opening 
the Encloſures which the ſaid Earl had made, and 
ſo remain'd till the End and Period of the War ; 
then the Earl of Morceſter's Eſtate in that County, 
with this Chaſe was confiſcated by the Parliament, 
and given to Oliver Cromwel their General, ſince 
the ſaid Earl and his Eldeft Son were Papiſts in 
Arms, and had not compounded. Tis confeſs'd, 
Oliver's Agents kept up that Encloſure of Chepſtow 
Park; but in the reſt of the Chaſe the Tenants 
continued to enjoy their antient Rights and Li- 
berties, tho' he was often prompted by ill deſign ing 
Men to cut the Wood and Timber there, which 
was repreſented to be worth near a hundred thou- 
ſand: Pounds. But finding on the Iafor mation of 
of Colonel Rogers, Major Blethin, and other free 
Tenants, that the late Encroachment made by 


the ſaid Earl was ſo manifeſt a Violation of the an- 
| tient 
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tient Rights of the Tenants, order'd his Agents 
to leave all other Parts of the ſaid Chaſe open, 
beſides Cbepſtow Park, which remain'd in his Time 
untouch'd, and the Tenants were not interrupted of 
their Freedom. About this time the Lord Herbert 
being bred a Papiſt, and ſent into France, came over 
and made his Court to Oliver Cromwel, but was firſt. 
advis'd to ſhew himſelf in //hireball Chappel, that he 
was conformable to the Religion then in Faſhion, 
and then was iatroduc'd by Colonel Philip Jones, 
to kiſs the Protector's Hand, who afterwards be- 


came his Convert, and a great Favourite; had 


2000 J. per Ann. given bim, and Lodgings aſſigu'd 
him at VPhitehall; "twas credibly reported, that- 
that Lord did inſtigate Oliver to cut and deprive the 
Tenants of the Wood; ſo early was his avaritious. 
Defires that he might participate of the Booty, hut 
was prevented by the Gentlemen above: mention d, 


for then by the good Providence of the Almighty, .. 


the Scene was chang'd, and the Tables turn'd: 
This Complainant's Father, after 7 Years Exile, and 
the Fatigues of War he endur'd, was reftor'd to his - 
Eſtate, and put in Commiſſion of the Peace for that. 
County and Herefordſhire, where he rais'd a Regi- 
ment of Foot for the Parliament in a Months Time, 
and was twice Knight of the Shire, and as many- 
Times High-Sherriff of his Country, who gene- 
rouſly, and like a good Chriftian, forgave all the 
Injuries he receiv'd from the plundering Raglanders, 
and others; and neither would or ever was con- 
cern'd in any private Gentleman's Eſtate that was 
in Trouble, or ſequeſtred by the Parliament. And 
for his Probity, Juftice, and his Civility to the Royal 
Party, when he was Governor of Hereford, he ob- 
tain'd the Affection of all; for what he got by the 
Publick he liberally and charitably ſpent it, as well as 
good Part of his own Paternal Eftate, which he ſold. 
E 5 Thus 
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Thus Matters continued relating to Wentword, 
till the latter End of King Charles II's Reign, nei- 
ther the Lord invading the Rights of the Tenants, 
but yearly at leaſt keeping a Court to the ſecuring 
of them, and the better and more regular Govern- 
ment of the ſaid Chaſe; nor the Tenants queſtion» 
ing the Earl's former Encloſure of the third 
Part; his Lordſhip pretending mE_ it, by a Sta- 
tute made for the preſerving of Wood and Tim- 
ber, and that a Part ſhould be ſet open every ſeven 
Years. 

Henry, then Lord Marquis of Worceſter, be- 
coming a great Favonrite, was made by the King 
Prefident of all Wales, and Lord- Lieutenant of three 
Engliſb Counties, with the Goyernment of Chep- 
ftow Caftle 3 and having ſecur'd the Government 
of the County of Monmouthſhire into the Hands of 
his own Creatures and Servants, by turning out of 
the Lieutenancy and Commiſſion of the Peace, the 
moſt antient and chief Gentlemam of the Coun» 
try; in the Month of April, 1678, did by hi; 
Agents witha high Hand enter into the ſaid Chaſe 
with about a hundred Workmen, to cut down the 
Wood and Timber there, and employ'd ſeveral 
others to encloſe the ſaid Chaſe with Walls and 
Ditches. Wnereupon the Lords of the ſeveral 
adjacent Mannors, and other free Tenants, as Sir 
Edward Morgan of Lantarnam, William Morgan cf 
Tredegar, Thomas Lewis, William Xemys, George 
Kemys, Eſquires; William Bletbin, Edward Kemys, 
John Jones, and Nathan Rogers, Gentlemen, 
and ſeveral others, met to conſult what was neceſ- 
iary to be done, and what Method and Courſe to 
take, for the preſe rving their Rights in the Common 
and Pſtovers of Vent wood, and put a Stop to the 
ta'd Marquis's arbitrary and illegal Pawer, for 
hid he hal. no Colour of Law or jut ice but 

down: 
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_ downright Uſur pat ion or Power. Where they ap- 


pointed George Kemys, Edward XKemys, - William 


Blethin, and Nathan Rogers, (whom they employ'd 
for their Sollicitor in that Affair) to forbid the 
ſaid Workmen to cut or fell any more Wood in the 
ſaid Chaſe, or proceed in their Incloſures; who 
thereupon did deſiſt for ſome little Time, but came 
on again witha greater Number and Force of Work- 


men, and did cut and cord great Quantities of 


Wood there, Whereupon the ſaid Sallicitor and 


other Gentlemen went to Council, and retain'd- 


Sir William Williams, and Sir Samuel Baldwin, who 


were of Opinion, that the Lord Marquis had un- 
juſtly invaded the Right of the Tenants, and that 
no Law could juſtifie him for fo doing; and if the 


Workmen continue to cut and cord the ſaid Wood, 
that the Tenants ſhould carry away the Wood ſo 


cut, their Cuſtom altowing them ſo to do, in or- 
der to try their Right, and that the Lord Mar- 


quis might bring his Action at Law againſt the 
Tenants. The Workmen not deſiſting the Tenants 
were oblig d to make uſe of their Cuftom in carry. 
ing away the Wood unguarded. This Complain- 
ant was employ'd by the Gentlemen aforeſaid to 


ſummon the Tenants, free of the ſaid Foreft, or- 


Chaſe of Wentwood, with their Teams and Horſes 


to carry away ſome of the Wood ſo cut, which 


accordingly was done by the Tenants, being pro- 


miſed by the Gentlemen aforeſaid, and the other 
Tenants to be indemnified and ſav'd harmleſs for 


their ſo doing. 


The Lord Marquis, the more effectually to carry 


on his Deſign. The principal Gentlemen of the 
Hundred of Caldicot, wherein the ſaid Chaſe lay, 
were all put out of the Commiſſion of the Peace, 
as Thomas Lewis, Charles an, Elquires, and Three 


cf the X'emys's, ſo that the Adminiſtration wo 
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ſtice there was ſolely in his Lordſhip's and his 
Creatures Hands, having put in as Juſtices his De- 
puty- Governor of Chepſtow that had not a Foot of 
Land in the County, and Mr. Jobn Gwyn his Ste- 
ward of a very ſmall Eſtate, and the Sons of Diſ- 
ſenters, to put the Penal Laws againſt ſuch in Exe- 
cution in that Hundred, (which was not done in 
any Part of the County betides), This being done 
with great Rigour and Severity againſt ſuch, eſ- 
pecially againſt thoſe chat were free Tenants of 
Wentwood, when the Papiſts and others at the ſame 
time remain'd undifturb'd. | 
This Impoſition on Conſcience, and dperiving 
them of their Religious Rights, was look'd upon to 
be preparatory and previous to the invading and 
deftroying of their Civil Liberties and Properties as 
in the former Reigns, which ſoon follow'd. Among 
many 1 ſhall inftance one Piece of Tnjuftice and 
Barbarity executed on one Edward Webly, a free 
Tenant of Wentwood, for keeping a Meeting in 
his Houſe 3 The Conftable was order'd to deftrain 
on five or ſix large Cows, which were brought to 
the next Market, but none would buy them; be- 
fides, one H. J. an Attorney, and the Lord 
Marquis's Agent and Tenant, to whom they 
were ſold for half the Value. About this time, the 
Lord Marquis order'd his chief Ranger and other 
Officers belonging to the Chaſe of Wentwood, under 
Colour of putting the Foreſt-Laws ſtrictly in Exe- 
cut ion, to diſtrain and extort Fees from the free 
Tenants, as well as the poor Commoners and Cot- 
tagers, who were acquitted on their turning Te- 
nants to the Lord Marquis, and taking Leaſes 
from him, as He and his Agents impos'd upon the 
poor People, by which he hath greatly encreaſed 
the Numbec of his Tenants, who are now become 
2 Dꝛad Weight on Eledions in that County. 
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And to put a greater Conſternation upen the 
Tenants, and the better to protect his Workmen, 
and to ſupport his Deſigu, he order'd his Deputy- 
Governor of Cbepſtow not only by a Military Po- 
wer to enter the ſaid Foreſt or Chaſe, and to in- 
vade the Rights of the Tenants by keeping Guard 
with Guns, and other Holiile Weapons in and about 
the Wood, but call'd a Privy-Selhhons under the 
Forefter's Oak there, where appear'd his Mercena- 
ry Juftices, viz. Mr. Zenry Milburne, Mr. Thomas 
Herbert, his Deputy-Governor of Chepſtow, with 
the County Jailor, ſeveral Bailiffs, Catchpoles, 
and other diſſolute Fellows from Monmouth, who 
were made and appointed by the ſaid Juſtices as 
ſpecial Conſtables, in ConjunQion with the Soldiers 
to terrifie and take up the Tenants and their Ser- 
vants, that had lately cut or carry'd any Wood 
for their neceſſary Occations. And when ſome 
Gentlemen and others appear'd in Defence of their 
- Servants and Privileges, they were taken up, ar- 
reſted and impriſon'd by theſe new Officers, and 
carried before theſe Juſtices, or ſome of them, who 
bound them over by Recognizance to appear at a 
Seſſions at Monmouth, where a Jury was impan- 
nell d of the Lord Marquis's own Tenants, and out 
of the Vicinage of the Hundred of Caldicot, contra- 
ry to all Law and Juſtice; being in his Lordſhip's 
own Liberties, and ja another Hundred; where 
ſeveral of the Tenants and their Servants were found 
guilty of a pretended Riot, and ſuch as did not ſub» 
mit, were unreaſonably fia'd by the Court, Mr. 
Kemys of Pertholy, and Mr. Kogers of Pencoyd ap- 
pearing to defend their own and the other Te- 
rants Rights in one of their Sefhons-Courts held 
in Wentwood, were immediately arceited and com- 
mitted to the Jailor's fadlem Cuſtody, and for re- 


fulivg to give Bail, were to be carry d —_— to 
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Monmouth; but better conſidering, the Juſtices took 


their Words to appear, and they were diſcharg d. 


This ſevere Proſecution and Uſage of the Te- 
nants of Ventwood in the Country, did not ſatisfie 
the Marquis, but the Parliament ſitting ſome ſhort 
time after, he mov'd in the Houſe of Lords for a 
Warrant againſt ſeven Perſons on the Breach of his 
Lordſhip's Privilege, which was not granted, till 
his Lordſhip had produced one Harris to make 
Oath, that the ſaid Wood was his Lordſhip's Pro- 
perty ; on which he did obtain a Warrant from the 
Lords for the apprehending of Edward Xemys, Na- 
than Rogers, Thomas Blethin, John Kemys, and Na- 
thanjel Field, Gentlemen; Philip Edwards, and 
Meredith Howel, Yeomen. The Three laft were 
in a ſhort time taken up by the Officers of Sir 
George Charnock, Serjeant at Arms to the Lords, 
and brought Priſoners to London. The ſaid Mr, 
ems, and Mr. Rogers, went alſo to London, but 
abſconded during that Seſſion of Parliament, tho” 
ſeveral Houſes in the City and Suburbs were 
ſearch'd for them. The other Three aforemention'd 
Priſoners on their Petitioning the Houſe of Peers, 
and their Submiſſion, and paying each ot them 40 J. 
Fees to the Serjeant at Arms, after long Confine- 
ment, were diſcharg'd. Here follows the Subſtance 
of their Petition to the Lords, being too long to 
be inſerted at large. | 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal aſſembled in Parliament. The Hum- 
ble Petition of Nathaniel Field, Gent. Philip Ed- 

wards, and Meredith Howel, Yeomen. 

Humbly Sheweth, 
HAI whereas the Lords of about twenty Man- 
nors (whereof three are held under the Crown ) 
and their Tenanss and ſeveral other particular Perſons 
e in 
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in the County of Monmouth, bave from Times Im- 
memorial bad the Right of Common, of Herbage, of 
cutting and carrying of all Sorts of Wood out of the 
Chaſe of Wentwood, c. as is more at large recited 
in the Petition. And that whereas the Lord Marquis 
of Worceſter is Lord of three or four Mannors, and 
is poſſeſs'd only of the Abby of Tinterne, and the Prio- 
ries of St. Kinmark and Chepſtow, But there is no 
more Privileges thereunto belonging than to the other 
Lords and Tenants, bis Lordſbiy's Anceſtors claiming 
no more to themſelves, than the Royalties of Hunting, 
Hawking and Fiſhing, with 4 Range of Red Deer on 
the ſaid Chaſe. And 1þo' your Petitioners have been 
bound in Recognizances of 501. a- piece to appear at 
the Quarter. Seſſions, at the ſame time were taken up 
by bis Lordſhip's Order — above, and kept in Cuſtody 
about a Month, to their inſupportable Trouble and 
Charge, &c. Foraſmuch as your Petioners are not 
conſcious to themſelves, that they bave committed any 
Offence againſt his Lordſhip or this Honourable Houſe, 
but rather ſuffer great Injuries and Oppreſſions from 
his Lordſhip, which they are read) to prove, and hope 
to be heard before this Honourable Houſe, and to be 
reftor'd to your Honour's Favour, and that the Order 
for their Attachment may be diſcharged, and they ſes 
at Liberty, &C, 


Not long after the ſaid Priſoners were diſcharg'd, 
in the Beginning of Auguſt, 1678, chere came to 
this Complainant's Honte, one Thomas Fones a Ser- 
jeant of the Town of Monmouth with his Mace, 
ſeveral other Bailiffs, and other looſe Fellows, and 
ruſh'd into his Chamber at Four of the Clock in the 
Morning, pretending they had a Warrant from Sir 
George Charnock Serjzant at Arms to the Houſe of 
Lords to take up the Complainant on the Breach 
of the ſaid Marquis's Privilege, who was forced to 
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go with them to Monmouth, tho' the firſt Day of 
his Harveſt, and W about fifty Reapers at 
Work, he was told, he ſhould be civilly treated by 
the Governor of Chepſtow, and Herbert Fones 
Under-Sherriff, that waited for him at Monmouth 
Caftlez on which he made haſte, and came there 
an Hour beſore his Guard. He went immediately 
to the Caſtle, and apply'd himſelf to the aforeſaid 
Perſous, who told him, that if he would declare 
that he was ſorry for what he had done, they had 
Orders to diſcharge him (conſidering the great 
Zufſineſs that lay upon his Hands); who told them 
in ſhort, he could no ways comply or ſubmit with 
a Matter ſo prejudicial to his own and the Tenants 
Rights and Properties, and would have taken his 
Leave of them, bis Guard being not come. On 
which the Juftice and Under- Sherriff ſhut the 
Door of the Hall, and kept him their Priſoner by 
Force for near half an Hour, till the Town Serjeant 
with his Mace and pretended Warrant came in. 

Then this Complainant was by them committed 
Pciſener to the Houle of the ſaid Thomas Fones, the 
Town-Serjeant, refuling Bail, where he was kept 
about a Fortnight, near 20 Miles diſtant from his 
Habitation, who not ſubmitting to the Terms re- 
quired by the Agents of the Lord Marquis, was 
carried with a Guard to London, and deliver'd up 
to Sir George Charnock Serjeant at Arms. 

The Parliament being prorogued, and in the long 
Vacation, having then but few Friends in Town, at 
laſt w ith great D fficulty and Charge this Complain» 
ant obtain'd a Friend to go with a Petition for him 
to the Lord Chancellor Finch, who was then in the 
Country, who upon giving Bail to appear the next 
Seſſions of Parliament, order'd his Diſcharge, wbich 
the Serjeant at Arms would not yield to, till he bad 
paid him 40 J. and given Bond of 200 J. with good 

Bail, 
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Bail, to appear the next Seſſion of Parliament, This 
atter a Month's Confinement, he was forc'd to 
comply with, The next Sæſſion of Parliament be- 
ing in October following, the Complainant ſurren- 
dted bhimſelf to the Serjzantat Arms, and did peti- 
tion the Houſe of Lords to be heard on the pre- 
tended Breach of Privilege of the ſaid Marquis 
of Worceſter. On which there was order'd a Day 
ct. hearing before their Lordſhips. On the Day 
appointed there appear'd a full Houſe, the King, 
the Duke of Tork, and all the Lords he could en- 
gage, did appear. After Council on both ſides 
were heard, and the Parties with-drawn, there 
hapned a warm Debate in the Houſe, that they di- 
vided on the Queſtion, whether Breach of Privi- 
lege or no; but at laft was carried in the Affir- 
mative for the Lord Marquis but by three Voices. 


Whereupon this Complainant was oblig'd to ſub- 


mit and ask Pardon of the Houſe, and to pay 36 1. 


- more to the Serjeant at Arms for Fees, belides a 


great Charge during his Confinement before he 
could be diſcharg'd. 

Oa a Conference between his Lordſhip, Sir Edw. 
Morgan, Sir Trevor VVilliams, Sir Rowland Gwyne, 
and Mr. Morgan of Tredegar, it was agreed and 
concluded, that all Inditiments and Proſecutions 


relating to VYenrwood on both fides ſhould be laid 
aſide, and that his Lordſhip was contented to be 


Plaintiff in an Action of Trover, in order to try 
the Title at Law, and the Tenants were to nomi- 
minate a Defendant to receive his Lordihip's De- 
claration. Ata General Meeting of the Tenants of 
Vent wood at Newport, in the County of Monmouth 
in Fanuary following, where this Complainant was 
pitch'd upon to be their Defendant, tho' much 
againſt his Wil, urging, it would be more for their 
Service and Intereſt, that one that was a Member 


of 
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of Parliament might be nominated, being privi- 
leged as well as bis Lordſhip. But the Complain- 
ant was prevail'd upon to be Defendant in the Suit: 
On their Engagements under their Hands and 
Seals to indemnifie and fave him harmleſs therein, 
and to ſecure him ſome Debts and Sums of Money, 
which he had contratted in their Service. 

The Term following, the Complainant receiv'd 
a Declaration from the Lord Marquis's Attorney, 
and intended to haye pleaded ſpecially to it by Ad- 
vice of a Council. But our Members of Parlia- 
ment with other Tenants, and our Council did 
meet at London, and did agree and concluded, it 
was not advifable at that Juncture to try a Cauſe 
of that Conſequence. The Lord Marquis being 
then ſo great a Favourite, and had ſuch an Influ- 
ence to obtain pack d Juries then made uſe for the 
Service of the Court, which the Worthy Sir Trevor 
Williams, and Foby Arnold, Eſquires, and other 
honeft Gentlemen found by woful Experience, and 
which was the Reaſon the Canſe was drop'd at that 
time, but order'd this Complainant peremptorily, 
to let Judgment go by Default in the ſaid Action, 
otherwiſe ſume of the chief Gentlemen would not pay 
their Proportion towards the Charge; but to make 
a vigorous Defence on the Writ of Enquiry of 
Damages before the Sheriff of Middleſex, at which 
time the Complainant did retam two or three Coun- 
Cils, that the Verdict of 1201. obtain'd againſt 
him, was by the Jury mittigated to 90 J. for which 
there was the next Day Execution taken againft 
him, ard this Complainant narrowly efcap'd of 
being taken in his Lodging. This Complainant 
being a great while forc'd to abſcond in Town, and 
alſo in the Country for Want of Money to pay off 
the Judgment, to his very great Prejudice and De- 
triment in his own Affairs. | | 
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The Meeting of the Tenants in the Country 
Was from time ta time delay'd, that this Com- 
plainant could not get above 50 J. among them all, 
the greateſt Part being paid by William Morgan of 
Tredegar, and Thomas Lewis of St. Peer, Eſquires, 
ſo that the Complainant was forc'd for his own 
Safety to take up 501. more to make up the Judg- 
ment-Money and other Expences, before he could 
get hisDiſcharge,and havesatisfaction acknowledg'd 
thereof on Record, which was accordingly done by 
Mr. Blower his Lordſhip's Attorney. | 

The Complainant was repreſented by the Lord 
Marquis and his Agents, diſaffected to the Go- 
vernment, tho* at the ſame time he was Steward 
of the King's two Lordſhips of Caldicot and Newton, 
and a Commiſhoner of the Royal and Additional 
Aid, and had quallified himſelf for it; accordiagly 
being always conformable to the Eftabliſh'd Governs 
ment of Church and State. But yet on the leaſt Oc- 
caſion of Suſpicion the Marquis's Military Agents 
would take up and impriſon this Complainant, as 
he was at Monmouth a Fortnight, and for fix Weeks 
together impriſoned in the Garriſon of Chepſtow, on 
the Inſurrect ion that was in the VVeſt for the Duke 
of Monmouth, and always harraſs'd and oppre ſſed by 
that Tory High-Flying Party, till the Happy and 
Proſperons Deſcent of our great Deliverer the late 
King FVilllam of Glorious Memory. 

To conclude, in my own Vindication from ſome 
undeſerv'd Aſperſions thrown vpon me. That after 
all the Sufferings and Hardſhips this Complainant 
hath underwent, and the faithful Service he did 
for his Country, that ſome of the Tenants, ſuch as 
were unwilling to contribute their Quota to the 
Charge, and others, did raiſe a malicious and falſe 
Report, that he voluntariiy confeſs'd Judgment to 
the perpetual Prejudice of the Tenants and _ 
when 
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when it was ſo order'd, for the Reaſons above al- 
ledg'd, by the principal Tenants and Council, who 
declar'd as their Opinion, that a Judgment again} 
a particulac Tenant could not injure the Cauſe, 
which they might at any time revive. But it bach 
been the common Fate of ſuch. as have done their 
Country the trueſt Service, to be lighted and tra- 
duced by ungrateful and ignorant Perſons, which 
this Complaioant hath ſeverely felt to the Conſump- 
tion of his Eſtate, and Ruin of his Family. 
The Depoſttion of Zowel Morris of Lanvaire, with- 
in the Purlues of the Chaſe of Wentwood, aged 
above 80 Years, and a Servant to Sir Nicholas 
Kemys Ranger of V/entwood ; taken before 7Vil- 
liam Morgan of Tredegar, and Thomas Lewis Eſq; 
at the Rock, in May 1678. 
E the ſaid Howel Morris depoſeth and ſaith, 
that be bath known the Chaſe of Wentwood 
above 60 Tears, in which time be bath not known, 
that the Tenants of Wentwood were interrupted. of 
their Liberty of cutting or carrying away any V Hood or 
Timber. from thence, for the Uſe of their Houſes an · 
tiently free: He ſaith, that Henry Earl of Worceſter 
did about fifty Tears ago obtain'd Leave of bis Tenant 
Richard Robert of Lanvaire, to cut down ſome Trees 
on his Land, which was an Encroachment out of the 
Chaſe of Wentwood, and was permitted ſo to do. The 
id Trees being cut dumm, and continuing there for 
ſome time, Sir Edward Morgan of Pencoyd Caſtle 4 
free Tenant, carry d away the ſaid VVood. And the De- 
pment further ſaith, that the Cuſtom in the ſaid Chaſe 
bath always been, if one Tenant cuts more than he can 
carry away for the Space of one Day, and unguarded, 
any other Tenant may carry ſuch VVood ſo left. He 
depoſeth further, that he very well remembers, that 
Sir Nicholas Kemys chief Ranger of Wentwood, did 
kinder the ſaid Earl's Servanrs to carry Sea-Stakes 
cut 
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out of Went wood, which were ſtop'd, and the Hor- 
ſes impounded, and was commended by the Earl for ſo 
doing. This Deponent further ſaith, that about 45 
Tears ago the ſaid Earl did, on Pretence of a Grant 
from the King, encloſe a large Tra of Common, call'd 
Kevan Garrow, which was added to Chepſtow Park, 
Coed Lluvas and the Vedo, being Members of the 


-Chaſe of Wentwood, which be believes 10 be at Jeaft 


the third Part sf the ſaid Chaſe, promiſing, that 

the third Part of the ſaid Encloſure ſhould be ſet open 

every ſeven Tears. 

A Copy of a Record bad from Major Hughes Steward, 
and Mr. George Harris Ranger of Wentwood, 
when Nathan Rogers Gent. was Foreman of the 

Fury of the Speech-Conrt beld under the Forreſters 

Oak in Wentwood, in the Tear 1668. 

N the Year of the Reign of King Henry, the 
] Son of King Fob», with and in the Year of our 
Lord God, 1270, Roger Bigot Earl of Northfolk, 
who married Maud Daughter of VViliam Marſhal 
Earl of 'Pembrook, Lord of Chepſtow alias Strugle, in 
Right of his Wife, was created Earl by the ſaid 
King Henry III. in the 30th Year of his Reign, 
Earl Marſhal and Lord of Cbepſlow alias Itrugle. 

The Saturday after the Feaft of Sr. Michael in 
the open Court at Stragle, before Sir William Wal- 
ſton then Steward was preſented, who ought to 
have Houſe-Boot and Hey-Boot in Wentwood, 
whoſe Names are as follow. 

The Abbot of Tinterne, 

The Prior of Strugle. 

The Prior of St. K inmark, 

Sir Robert Son of Pagan, 

Sir William Blewet, 

Sir William Penfort, 

Sir Richard Moore, 

Sir Roger Seymore, 

dir Bartholomew Moore, ; Matthew 


Knights, 


| 
: 
' 
| 


119 The APPENDIX. 


_ Matthew Deband, * 
Robert Moor, \PEſquires. 
Fobn Martill, TIE 
. Who ſay on the Faith they owe to their Lords 
that the Abbot and Priors, and the other Knights 
and Gentlemen haye Houſe-Boot and Hey-Boot to 
their Houſes and Caſtles, of Lanvire, Langſton, 
Redwick, Pencoyd; Penbow, Lanvibangel, Dinbam, 
Crick, and Lan vaches, ought to have Houſe- Boot 
and Hey-· Boot from the Foreſt of Vent wood to them 
their Tenants, and their ſeveral Houſes from the 
Conqueſt. x iq 
An Eſtimate of the Loſs and Damage that ſeveral of 
the Principal Tenants of Went wood ſuſtain d, by 
Reaſon of the Encloſure thereof by the late Duke of 
Beauford. | 
IIR Charles Remys, Baronet, for his Priviled 
and Frcedom of Houſe- Boot and Hey-Boot in 
the ſaid Chaſe, for his Manfion- Houſe at Lanvaire, 
and 6 Tenements there, and for the Priory-Houſe 
and Vallice Farm in Caldicot, computed to be 
worth per AnNUM.— —— —————ol, 
John Morgan Eſq; of Tredegar for his Mannors 
and Manſion-Houles of Lanvaches, Llanvibangel, 
and FNoggiat, and 1o Tenements at leaſt.—80 J. 
Fobn Jeffries Eſq; who holds by Charter wich 
great Privileges for his Manſion-Houſes of Pen- 
coyd Caftle, Itton and St. Brides, and 10 Tenements 
at leaſt within the ſaid Mannors. 80 J. 
Thomas Lewis of St. Peer Eſq; for his Houſes and 
Tenements ia Walton, Southbrook, Portskewet and 
Unay. 40 J. 
George Howell Eſq; for Penbow Caſtle and Te- 
ne ments. , 20 J. 
George Kemys Eſqz for Rems Houle, Henrew, 
and 6 Tenements. 30 J. 


iam Gore Eſq; for bis Manſton-Houſe at 
Lanſton, and four Tenements free, — 30 J. 
| | Aton 
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Aton College for Goldclift, and 106 Acres—20 J. 

There are about 60 Tenants more, that are free 
by Antient Records and Preſcription, the yearly 
Benefit and Advantage to each may be reaſonably 
computed at 51. and ſo conſequently the Loſs 
amounts to per Ann. about — _—_—_— 0], 

Belides the Poor looſing their Common make 
them treſpaſs on, and ruin the Gentlemens Woods 
and > "hin which is alſo a great Prejudice to the 

IC * 

Deſides the Caſtles and Manſion-Houſes free 
from the Conqueſt to the Chaſe of Wentwood ; Here 
followeth the Names of the Free Tenants by Pre- 
ſcription, that were ſo preſented in my Time. 


Fcee Tenants. Wm.Fones of Magor. 
Edw. K emys of Per- Fobn Watkins. 
mah, m | William Watkins. 

Wm, Jones of Lan. ( | Fobn Bland. 
rriſſent, = | Walter Bland. 
Charles Fones, © | Henry Thomas. 
Wm. Herbert of Cal- Robert Vaughan. 

dicot, Thomas Lawrence. 
George Harris, ? William Lawrence. 

Fobn Gwyn, Walter Robert, 

Nathan Rogers, Howel Rotheroch. 

Heir of Rich. Creed, Rector of Caerwent. 

V. Morgan of Ne w- Heir of Tho. Morgan 
church, of Redwick, wy 

Eldred Waters, Q | Fobn IValter of Ta 

H. Probers of Lan- 13 | rifield. =. 

de voud, is % | Rich. Lyſter of Mayns & 3 
Francis Lewis, Court. 

Fobn Hos bins, = | Mr. Fielding of Lit- 

William Hing, tle Tinterne. 

Richard Edwards, Morgan Thomas. 

Henry Pritchard, Fobn Morris. 

Walter Morgan of Thomas Williams, 
Tredyon, 1 Morgan 


Morgan Howel. 

Phillip Lewis. 

Richard Necł's Heir. 

William Hyeron. 

Meredith Howel. 

Robert Roberts. 

William David. 

Leonard Fenkins. 

Hen. Naſhe's Heirs. 

Francis Harry of 
Penhow. 

Heirs of Edward 

 Keynolas. 

Fobn Fones of Lan- 
triſſent. 

Mr. Haggat of Pen- 
tory. © 

Mr. Geo. Remys of 
Caldicot. 
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New Commoners 
by Preſcription. 
Rector of Lanvaches 
Rector of Lanvibau- 

gel. 
Rector of Rogg iat. 
Rectorof Portskewet 
Vicar of Magor. 
William Herbert of 

Lanmellin. 
Richard Vaughan. 
Walter Aldey. 
James Holliſter, 
Edward Webly. 
Henry Waters de 

chappel. 
E. Lewis de Magor. 
Henry Occold. 


Mrs. Mary Rems. 
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